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To the CONGREGAT10N of Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
under the Paſtoral Care of the Rev. Dr. Dadde- 
ridge, at Northampton. 

My dear Friends, | 

H O' I had long reſolved againſt printing any 
of my Diſcourſes from the Pulpit, as knowing 

how little they could merit the Regard of the 

Public, among ſo many excellent Sermons alrea 

publiſhed, and was ſtill leſs inclined to give that Di- 

ſtinction to theſe, which were drawn up without any 

fuch View, and with nothing of that Exacineſi proper 
to appear before the World; yet, as you were pleaſed 
to declare they had made great Impreſſions on thoſe who 
heard them, and that you were perſuaded, that, by the 
Bleſſing of God, they might be farther uſeful, if made 
more public, J found myſelf obliged to give Way to your 
Requeſt : Which I did the rather, becauſe I have ſome- 
times obſerved, that the plaineſt Diſcourſes, that had 
nothing to recommend them but the Importance of the 

Subject, and the Zeal with which it was recommended, 

have been made more uſeful than ſome that were more 

elaborate and adorn'd. And to this Projpect I wil- 
lingly ſacrifice every other Conſideration, I ſhall think 
myſelf happy, rf theſe plain Diſcourſes may but be effec- 
tual to rouſe any out of the Coldneſs and Indifference to 

Religion, ſo common now-a-days ; and to expoſe the 

Unreaſonableneſs of that Spirit of Scepticiſin, ſo much 
in Faſhion. | 
It was with great Pleaſure 1 obſerved among you 
ſuch a lively Senſe of Religion, and its great Truths, 
appearing in your diligent and ſerious Attendance upon 
the publick Worſhip of God, your frequent Meetings in 
private for Prayer and mutual Edification ; the reli- 
grous Order of your Families; your regular and exent- 
plary Converſation, and pious Zeal for promoting the 


2 . Intereſts 


| | (iv) 
Intereſts of Religion; the flouriſhing State of your 
Church, and the Improvement of the great Advantages 
you enjoy under the Miniſtry of your pious and learned 
Paſtor, give me great Reaſon to congratulate you and 
myſelf upon the Influence ] had in engaging him to ac- 
cept of the Call you gave him, and prefſs'd with fo 
much Importunity and Aﬀettion. And the rather, as 
that which vas the principal Objection againſt his un- 
dertaking the paſtoral Charge of ſo large a Congrega- 
tion, the Academy under his Care, has proved, by the 
Doctor's wiſe and pious Management, of great Uſe for 
the carrying on the Ends of his Miniſtry among you : 
And the ſeveral Services the young Students are em- 
ploy'd in, for the Advancement of the Life and Power 
/ Religion in the Congregation and Neighbourhood, do 
both prepare themſelves for that Work of the Miniſtry, 
to which they are training up, and at the ſame Time 
contribute in various Ways, and in an extenſive Man- 
ner to your Edification. 

I heartily pray God to pour out his Spirit upon you, 
your valuable Paſtor, and that hopeful Nurſery of 
Nouth under his Tuition, in a rich Abundance of its 
Gifts and Graces; that you may, under his edifying | 
Miniſtrations, ſtill grow and flouriſh more and more, | 
and walking in the Fear of the Lord, and the Com- 
forts of the Holy Ghoſt, be multiplied ; that many 
young Perſons may, by his pious and learned Iuſtructi- 
ons, be fitted for diſtinguiſhed Uſefulneſs ; and that he 
may long be preſerved in a Capacity for thoſe eminent 
Services in which the Providence of God has employ'd 
him jor the Benefit of his Church, Theſe are the ear- 
neſt Prayers of, 


My good Friends, 
Your affectionate humble Servant in Chriſt, 


1 r 
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The Nature and Cauſes of IR RESOLu- 
TION in RELIGION conſider'd. 


SERMON I. 


— — 


ACTS xxvi. 28. os 
Then ſaid Agrippa unto Paul, Almoſt thou 
perſuadeſt me to be a Chriſtian. © 


N this Chapter, we have an Account of the 
Defence Paul made for himſelf before King 
Agrippa, the Roman Governor, and a great 
Company of Nobility and Gentry, the chief 
of the Land of Juda; in which is obſervable, 
the Beauty and Force of the moſt perſuaſive Elo- 
quence, the Sincerity of the Chriſtian, and the 
Authority and Majeſty of the Apoſtle. The Man- 
ner in which he ſpake, drew from Feſtus a Con- 
feſſion of his great Learning: tho' his Ignorance 
and Unacquaintedneſs with the great Truths of the 
Goſpel, the Subject of Paul's Diſcourſe, made 
him reflect upon him as mad; from which unjuſt 
KReflection, Paul vindicates himſelf in a very hand- 
- = ſome Manner, by modeſtly denying the Charge, 
e and appealing to King Agrippa tor the Truth of 
| _ thoſe Matters of Fact, concerning which he ſpake. 
a In his Speech, after an engaging Addreſs to King 
Agrippa, to gain his favourable Attention, he gives 
an Account of that wonderful Providence, by 
which he was obliged to become, of a moſt zeal- 
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_ and bigoted Jew and Perſecutor of Chriſtia- 

the Profeſſor and Teacher of it, the only 
Os of the Jews Hatred of him; and obſerves, 
that what he taught was no other than what Moſes 
and the Prophets had foretold ; that Cbriſt ſhould 
ſuffer, and riſe from the Dead, and ſhew Light un- 


-Zo_the People. and to the Genti les, Ver. 23. 


Theſe Things, ſays he, were not done in à Cor- 
ner. The Chriſtians of that Day could confident- 


ly appeal to the whole World for the Truth of 


thoſe Facts, which were the Foundation of the 
Chriſtian Religion, that is, the Miracles, the Suf- 
feringe, and Death of Chriſt: Even the blindeſt 
and moſt hardened Infidel in the Land of Fudea 
could not deny them: which Facts, compared 
with the Prophecics of the Old Teſtament, were 
abundantly ſufficient Evidences of the Truth of 
the Goſpel. Upon this Ground he aſks that Que- 
ſtion, Believeſt thou the Prophets? Agrippa was, 


by Nation and Profeſſion, a Jew; Paul there- 


fore, as it were, begging Pardon for makin 
Doubt of this, anſwers for him, I know that thou 


believeſt. The Concluſion therefore which he 
leaves him to draw from thence, was this; Since 


thou believeſt the rophets, and what they fore- 
told of the Meſtiah is ſo fully accomplithedgin 
Feſus of Nazareth, and thou thy ſelf knoweſt the 
great and wonderful Things that have been wrought 
by him, and by his Power and Name, thou canſt 
not but own the Truth of the Goſpel, and that I 
have done well to obey the Heavenly Viſion, in 
preaching Jeſus of Nazareth as the Chr; t. It was 
becauſe A7rippd faw the Force of the Ar gument, 
that he Expr efles himſelf as he does in the Text ; 
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Almoſt, or within a little, thou perſuadeſt me to be 
a Chriſtian. Some think it very unlikely Agrippa 
ſhould make ſuch a Confeſſion as this before the 
Roman Governor, and all that Audience, and there- 
fore underſtand the Words, as if ſpoken ironical- 
ly; Doſt thou think, Paul, ſo eaſily to make a 
Chriſtian of me? No, it will not be done ſo ſoon 
as thou imagineſt. But, as the Force and Evi- 
dence with which Paul ſpake, might well draw 
from Agrippa ſuch a Confeſſion, without Regard 
to his Audience, ſo the Anſwer Paul made him, 
plainly ſhews, that he underſtood the King as we 
do, and not as ſpeaking ironically. Beſides, that 
the favourable Opinion he gives of Paul's Caſe af- 
terward, ſhews that he was in a particular Man- 
ner moved by what Paul ſaid. So quick and pow- 
erful is the Word of God! fo fully was Chri/t's 
Promiſe to his Diſciples accompliſhed, that where 
they were called before Kings and Governors, it 


ſhould be given them in that Hour what to ſpeak, 


Matt, x. 18, 19. and that he would give them a 
Mouth and Wiſdom, which all their Adverſaries 
ſnould not be able to reſiſt, Luke xxi. 15. We fee 
then, ſo great was the Evidence and Force of what 
the Apoſtle delivered, that the King owns himſelf 
almoſt perſuaded to become a Chriſtian, And 
why not altogether? Wes it for want of ſufficient 
Arguments? No certainly, the Reafons the Apoſtle 
gave, were ſo convincing, that would he have con- 
tinued his Attention to them, would he have taken 
them thoroughly into Conſideration, he muſt have 
been not only almolt, but altogether perſuaded. 
The Miracles, he knew, and the whole Nation 
of the Jews knew, that Chriſt and his Diſciples 

B 2 wrought 
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wrought ; the exact Accompliſhment of all the an- 
cient Prophecies ; and the miraculous Converſion 
of the Apoſtle Paul himſelf, who there gave his 
Teſtimony before them all; theſe were ſufficient for 
Conviction : eſpecially when joined with the holy 
Life and Doctrine of Chriſt, ſo ſuitable and 2grec- 
able, in all Reſpects, to the Word of God in the 
Old Teſtament. It was not, therefore, for want 
of Evidence, that he was only almoſt perf aaded, 

but for want of due Conſideration and Anentiod: 

He would not give himſelf Leave and Leifure 
thoroughly to conſider theſe Things, agrecably to 


their Importance, He was in Haſte, and had 


other Things to mind. Beſides, it might look too 
little for him, who was a King, to be ſo eaſily 
perſuaded by Paul the Priſoner, "to fall in with a 
Doctrine that was univerſally deſpiſed and ſlighted. 
It might bring him into Contempt with the Roman 


Governor, and expoſe him to the Hatred of the 


Jews, if he had taken upon himſelf the Profeſſion 
of the Name of Chrijf, Nor did the Purity and 
Holineſs of the Doctrine and Laws of Chriſt, a- 
gree with his Inclinations and Luſts; he muſt have 
broken off his unlawful Commerce with Berenice, 
his Siſter, and have led a more regular Courſe of 
Life, if he would be a Chri/t:an indeed. Now theſe 
were invincible Obſtacles in the Way of his becom- 
ing. a thorough Chriſtian. So that tho' he was, 
by the Force of Truth, almoſt perſuaded, yet he 
ſtill perſiſted in his Infidelity to the laſt; and, as 
Hiſtory aſſures us, periſhed in it. 

This Story, therefore, affords a very inſtructive, 
and a very important Leſſon. In how lively a 
Manner does this Ring repreſent the Caſe of Mul- 

titudes 
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titades in our Day, who are often almoſt perſuaded 


eg 


* , 


1 to become Chri/tians, that is, true, fincere, and 
8 faithful Subjects of Chriſt; yet, thro' the Power 
of their Luſts, and their Love to the World, ne- 
7 ver are thoroughly perſuaded, can never come to 
- a full Reſolution, In one Senſe, indeed, they are 
e Chriſtians, that is, they profeſs the Chriſtian Name, 
t being bred up in it, and they, perhaps, ſee the 
| KF Evidence of the Truth of the Goſpel, fo that they 
1. KB can't but believe it. One may appeal to them, as 
e Paul to Agrippa. But they are not yet perſuaded 
o to be Chriſtians indeed, the Subjects of Chriſt, and 
d to govern themſelves by his holy Laws. | 

o | That this may be of the greater Uſe to us, 

y I. I ſhall deſcribe the Caſe of thoſe who are 
a almoſt perſuaded to become ſincere Chri- 
1 ſtians, or true Converts, but not altoge- 
8 ther. 

e II. I ſhall ſhew whence it is that they are 
n | not altogether perſuaded. And, 

d III. Repreſent their ſad and unhappy Con- 
— dition, as a Caution to us all; and ſo make 
= way for the Exhortation I intend from the 
e, following Words of the Apoſtle Paul; 
of | that we would be not only almoſt, but al- 
ſe | together Chriſtians. X 
I. We are to deſcribe the Caſe of thoſe who 
s, gare, or ſcem to be almoſt perſuaded to devote 
je themſelves ſincerely to Chri/t, but not altogether. 


l am not here giving you the Character of one 
who is but an alu. Chriſtian, or Hypocrite, as 

e, ſome have uſed this Expreſſion, of Perſons that 
a are Chriſtians but in Part, or have the Reſemblance 
land Form of Religion, without the Subſtance and 
les Power 
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Power of it ; this not being the Caſe in the Text. 
But I ſpeak of thoſe who when the Reaſonable- 
neſs and Neceſſity of real Religion hath been at 
any Time, or by any Means, preſſed upon their 


Minds, are ready to entertain ſome Thoughts of 


complying with thoſe Inſtructions, and of giving 
themſclves up to the Service of God in Chriſt; but 
yet are not come, and perhaps, never do come to 
a thorough Reſolution upon it; never are wholly 
perſuaded ; tho” they often ſeem to themſelves, 


and, it may be, to others, to be almoſt perſuaded, | 
they are within a little, e d, ſeem not far from | 


the Kingdom of God, and yet never reach it. | 

1. Of theſe ſome have ſtrong Convictions of 
the Truth and Reaſonableneſs of Religion; they | 
can't but own that certainly there muſt be a Gd 
of infinite Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, that 
made them; to whom they are ſubject, and who |} 
can do with them as he pleaſes, They are con- 
vinced of this, when they obſerve the glorious | 
Frame of the Creation; the Grandeur, Order and 
Skill that appears in the Univerſe; and when they 
conſider. the Providence of God; how all Things 
are preſerved, directed, and diſpoſed of; how won- 
dertally God hath often appeared in Defence of his 
People, and to baffle the Deſigns of his Enemies; 
what Care he hath taken of themſelves ; how con- 


ſtantly he hath provided for them; and how, up- 3 | 


on many Occaſions, he hath remarkably acted in 


their Favour ; when they attentively obſerve theſe 


Things in the Frame of Nature, and the Conduct 
of Providence, they find great Reaſon to conclude 
there is a God that made the World, that judges | 
in the Earth; and that he is moſt kind and good 
to his Creatures. They 


Serm. I. IRRESOLUTION in RELIGION, = 
They ſee alſo great Reaſon. to believe the Truth 


of the Scripture, and that, there is a Heaven arid 


Hell, and future Judgment; W. n they miiſt pive 
an Account of themſelves to Chriſt, They 


Reaſon, I ſay, to be convinced of theſe great 


Truths, when they conſider what plain Characters 
of Divinity appear in the Bible; what a holy and 
excellent Doctrine it contains, ſo agreeable to the 
Dictates of right Reaſon, and ſo much above the 
Reach of the Wiſdom of the greateſt Philoſopher ; 
and how exactly the Propheſies contained in it 


have been fulfilled in every Age, How much ſo- 
ever their Luſts would incline them to doubt whe- 


ther their Souls ſhall live after Death, or not; 


whether they ſhall be judged, and future Rewards 


and Puniſhments be prepared for the Righteous and 
the Wicked, or not; yet they know not how to 
anſwer the Reaſons ſo ſtrongly urged for theſe 
Truths. Their own Conſciences tell them, that 
God, who is infinitely Wiſe and Good, muſt be 
alſo a Holy and Juſt God; that it is not likely he 
will ſuffer his holy Laws to. be trampled under 
Foot, without a due Reſentment ; and that the 
Welfare and Order of the Univerfe demands the 
Puniſhment of ſach Tranſgreſſors. Their own 
Senſe and Feeling tells them, they have ſomething 
within them which is really diſtin& from their Bo- 


dies, which thinks and reaſons independent of the 


Body, and therefore may exiſt without it. The 


Declarations therefore of the Scripture, concerning 


the Immortality of the Soul, and the future Ac- 
count they mult give, are ſo reaſonable and pro- 


bable, they can't but fear they are true; eſpecial- 


ly when they conſider what Evidence there is, that 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, who hath taught theſe Truths, came in- 
veſted with a divine Commiſſion and Authority ; 

which was proved by the mighty Works he 
- wrought in the Face of the whole World, and by 
his Refurrection from the Dead. Now ſince Chriſt 


himſelf, the Son of God, and the ſeverz! Apoſtles | 


in their Writings, all concur to aſſure us in the 
Name of God, that 7o them who, by patient Con- 


tinuance in well dbing , ſeek for Gbr and Honur 
end Immortality, God the righteous Judge, vl 
. render Eternal Life ; "Lut wito theyi that are conttn- L 
tious, and do not obey the Truth, but obey Unrighte- ® 


 ouſneſe; ; Jndignation and I, rath, Tribulation and 


Anguiſi, upon every Soul of Man that doth Evil, | 
Rom. ii. 7, 8, 9. Theſe Men I am ſpeaking of, 
cannot but be convinced of theſe great Truths; 
ſo that they are forced to fay ſometimes within 


| themſelves, ©* Well, I ſee there is a great and holy 


“ God, to whom I muſt give an Account. I have 

& great Reaſon to believe, that I, and all thoſe | 
who do not repent and return to God by Fefus 7 
% Chriſt, muſt be miſerable for ever; and that J 
© there is a bleſſed and glorious State reſerved in 
&« Heaven for thoſe who truly fear and ſerve God 


10 by Jeſus Chriſt.” They have frequently ſtrong 


Convictions of the Truth and Reaſonableneſs of 
Religion, and yet they will not ſtay to come to a 
thorough Determination, nor give themſelyes 
Leave to draw from their Convictions the proper 


Concluſion to regulate their Conduct. 


2. Some have alſo, at particular Seaſons, very 
ſerious and lively Impreſſions made upon their | 
Hearts and Affections by divine Truths. When a | 
_ Miniſter hath been laying before them the fad and | 


dan- 


1 
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dangerous Condition of impenitent Sinners, and 
thundered out the Terrors of the Law; when he 
hath ſo particularly deſcribed the Characters of the 
Hypocrite and the Ungodly, that they cannot but 
ſee it to be their own Picture; or when under 
ſome Affliction, they have been rouſed and awak- 
ened, they have had for ſome Time a very lively 
Senſe of the Power of the World to come, and 
have been under great Convictions of their ow 
Guilt and Miſery ; been very much moved and af- 
fected, pricked in their Hearts, ready to cry out, 
Alas! What ſhall T do to be ſaved? I ſee IJ am in a 
very miſerable Condition; What will become of 
my poor Soul? So we read of Felix, Acts xxiv. 
2 5. that when he heard Paul concerning the Faith 


of Chriſt, As he reaſoned of Ri ghteouſueſs, Tempe- 


rance, and Fudgment to come, Felix trembled. Thus 
when the Reaſonableneſs of the divine Commands, 
the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt, the 
Riches of his Grace, and the Love and Mercy of 
God, have been diſplay'd in the Hearing of many, 
it hath very much affected them; and they have 
been ready to wiſh for an Intereſt in this bleſſed 
Saviour, and the great and glorious Bleſſings of the 
Goſpel. They could not but own, that it is cer- 
tainly the beſt and wiſeſt Courſe they could take, 
to be mindful of their Duty to God, and to fave 
their Souls. The like Impreſſions have been often 
made upon them, when they have met with any 
Diſappointments in the World, and their Expect- 
ations from it have been very much balk d. They 
ſee then there is no real Satisfaction or Comfort in 
this World; that it would: be much better for 
them to ſeek after God, and get an Intereſt in his Fa- 

C vour 


— 7. vat = . 
. _—_.- 

«. ies <a 
*% 


— 2 — p rr * 
* * _ 


a — on tins. IT I coo — — 


„ 


. ˙ A 
— REESE 


* 


* 


— 
+ _ OC I OI 
— 2 * — 


—— = Xx: a e - 
ak * 


K„ „% ——— — —— 
4 — U — 2 
. 


18 Je Nature and Cauſes of Serm. I. > 
vour and Love. Such ſerious Thoughts, ſuch deep 


_ Impreſſions they ſometimes are acquainted with, 


and yet they have no real laſting Influence upon 
them, to perſuade them to their Duty; they 
quickly wear off, and they are juſt the fame Men 
they were beſore, or with very little Alteration, 
Do not I ſpeak the Experience of ſome that hear 
me this Day ? 


3. Some are ſometimes ſo far perſuaded, as to 


entertain faint Purpoſes and Reſolutions, and yet 


cannot bring themſelves to a fix'd determined Re- 
ſolution to become Chri/tzans in earneſt. Under 
{trong Impreſſions of the Force of divine Truths, 
of the awtul Judgments of God upon Sinners, and 
the Danger of periſhing in everlaſting Flames: up- 
on a clear and diſtinct View of the Excellency and 
Advantage of Religion, and of the Beauties of Ho- 
lineſs ; and eſpecially under the Apprehenſion of 
Sickneſs, Death, and a ſpeedy Entrance into the 
eternal World, many are ready to reſolve they will 
alter their Courſe of Lite, live in another Manner 
than they have done, and ſub} ject themſelves to 
the Rules of the Goſpel. They purpoſe to for- 
ſake this and that Sin, to apply themſelves to this 
and that Duty, and ſo to become ( Hriſtians in- 
deed; but tlieſe are only ſudden Motions; when 
the preſent Impretſion is a little worn off, when 
they come abroad again into the World, to look 
about them, to taſte its Pleaſures, or engage in 


Its Buſineſs, all their Purpoſes and Reſolutions 


come to nothing, are quite forgot, as if they had 
never been, as if the Nature of Things varied juſt 


as the Temper of their fickle Minds "does? as if 


thoſe great T hinge, Cod, Chriſt, Heaven, Hell, 


I Jud! zment, 
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p judgment, and Eternity, ceaſed to be, upon their 
1, KF ceaſing to think of them; or as if a few tranſient 
n good Thoughts, Purpoſes, and Reſolutions, would 
y ſerve as well as, and inſtead of real Converſion and 
n holy Obedience. Alas, Sirs! will the great God 
n. be thus mocked? Will he be put off with a few 
ke = good Words? 


1 . Some are ſo far perſuaded that they actually 
to | hs ſome Steps towards being Chriſtians. There 


et is a Change made in many Refpects in their Courſe 
- and Brhaviour, and yet they are not fully perſua- 
er died to 3 thorough Chri/tians. They have 
s, #F got ſuch a Senſe of Religion upon their Minds, 
d | that they apply themſelves to many of the Duties 
of it; they begin to pray, to read, and to get in- 
d to the Company of ſerious Chriſtians ; they for- 
J- fake many of the ſinful Practices they before al- 
of BF lowed themſelves in, and there is a great Altera- 
ie MF tion appears in their Deportment. One would 
il | pow think they are thoroughly perſuaded ; that 
er they are become Chri/tians in earneſt : but alas! 
to if we obſerve them carefully, we ſhall find it quite 
r- KF otherwiſe; their Converſion is but partial. In 
is ſome Things, that are not contrary to their World- 
— ly Intereſt, or their fleſhly Inclinations and Luits, 

n- | they can comply; ; but when it comes to a Pinch; 

mn. 4 when there is » Competition between God and the 
k World, Chri/t and ſome beloved darling Luſt, then 
in they plainly ſhew how Matters ſtand with them. 

nS They have never been thoroughly perſuaded to 
id give up themſelves heartily, and without Reſerve, 

{t to God in Chriſt, So Herod, in Compliance with 
11 Jobn, did many Things, and heard him gladly; but 
l, would never be perſuaded to put away Herodias, 
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his Brother's Wife. No, John ſhould be ſacri- 
ficed, rather than ſhe be diſpleaſed. So Ananias 
and Sapphira were fo far convinced of the Truth 
of the Goſpel, as to make Profeſſion of it ; ſeemed 
ſo far ſincere, that they fold their Eſtate, and 
brought Part of it to the Apoſtles ; yet not fo far 
as to part with all from Love to Chri/t; not ſo 
far, but they were in Hopes of deceiving the 
Apoſtles, ana the Holy Ghoſt in them, by a Lye. 

Theſe Particulars may (erve for a Deild iption of 
the Cafe of thoſe, who tho' they ſeem almoſt per- 
ſuaded to be Chr;/tians, to turn to God by Chrift, 
yet ure not thoroughly perſuaded, come to no fixed 
ſettled Determination. 


II. We come now to conſider the Reaſons why 
ſo many, that have ſuch ſtrong Impreſſions of Reli- 
gion made upon their Minds, yet will not be tho- 
roughly engaged in the Practice of it. One might 
expect, when we fee Perſons convinced of the 
great Truths of Religion; when we ſee them un- 


der ſome ſerious Impreſſions, and forming anſwe- 


rable Purpoſes, nay, and making ſome conſide- 


rable Advances towards a Courſe of Religion, that 
the deſired Work thould now be perfected in them, 
that they ſhould now become Chriſtians in Earneſt, 
But after all this, how commonly do we fee. it 
miſcarry! They are ſtill the Devil's Slaves, led a- 
bout by him at his Will and Pleaſure, {till earthly, 
carnal, and worldly ; have no real, thorough, laſt- 
ing Reſpect for Religion, but only for ſo much 
of it as ſuits their Conveniency, or is not contrary 
to their worldly Intereſt and Pleaſure, 
is this? | 
1. Not 


Whence | 
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1, Not for want of ſufficient Reaſons to per- 
ſuade them. The Evidence of the Being and Per- 
fections of God, is ſtrong and clear enough to con- 


*Z vince the blindeſt and moſt harden'd Atheiſt, if he 


will attend to it. The Truth of the Scripture, 


the Certainty of a future Judgment, of Heaven 


and Hell, is ſupported by a Variety of Argu- 


ments, which they cannot but own to be convin- 


cing. The infinite Importance alſo of Eternity, 
and the Neceſſity of making Proviſion for it, and 


ot taking the Meaſures preſcribed by the Goſpel 
2 for that End, admit of no Doubt; ſo that when 


they ſet themſelves to reaſon upon theſe Matters 
within their own Minds, there is enough to fi- 


llence their Atheiſm and Unbelief, It is not there- 


fore for want of Evidence of the great Truths of 


Religion. 


2. But for want of Conſideration, and attend- 


ing to them. Would Agrippa have given himſelf 
the Trouble of laying together, and conſidering 
the Evidences Paul brought for the Truth of the 
'Z Goſpel, he would have be 

altogether perſuaded: but he had other Things to 
mind. Would theſe Perſons I am ſpeaking of, 
= ſet themſelves down ſeriouſly to think over the 
Matter, and weigh with themſelves the Reaſon- 
ableneſs and Neceflity of Repentance, and Sub- 
1 jection to the Goſpel: would they give themſelves 
Leave to preſs the Matter upon their own Con- 
ſciences, and allow Time for it, anſwerable to the 
Importance of the Caſe, it would have a good Ef- 


en not only almoſt, but 


fect; but the Unhappineſs of it is, when they 
have been ſomething moved by a ſerious Diſcourſe, 
or 
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or upon ſome other Occaſion, have had lively Im- 
preſſions of Religion made upon their Minds, they 
go away, ſuffer their Thoughts to be diver ted by | 
Company, or Buſineſs, from ſerious Reflections 
upon their eternal State; and ſo all their Convic-# 
tions and Impreſſions vaniſh, and they ſeem to 
themſelves to have been but in a Dream. Let me 
appeal to you, Is not this often the Caſe? Such 

Perſons are deſcribed as receiving the Seed ſown by 


the Way Side, Math. xiii. 19. all UY ſuffer it to be 


preſently ſtolen from them. But how unteaſon- 
able is this Conduct? Do the Truths which have 


been impreſſed upon your Minds, appear certain, 


great, and important, of infinite Importance to 
you? And will you not allow Time to refle&t up- 
on them, to weigh them (criouſly with your ſelves? 3 
Should you not "impoſe it upon your ſelves as a 
Law, to go Home and purſue this Matter in your 
ſerious Thoughts, and fee what you have to do? 
Don't you know by fad Experience, how change- 

able you are, how ſoon the Impreſſion will wear 
off, if due Card be not taken? And does not your 


Reaſon tell you how fatal will be the Conſequence, 


if you ſtill go on in a careieſs Ren of the 
You are now 
ſenſible of their infinite 1 the Spirit pf 
God is now breathing upon your Hearts; improye 


great Things of the eternal World 


the happy Moment; ſtrike while the Iron is hot. 
Whatever Evidence you have now before your 
Eyes, of the Truth and Neceſſity of Reli gion, let 


it put you immediately upon Meaſures to ſecure 
your acting accordingly, and to continue the ſame 


— 1 


Senſe of Things upon your Minds. You have 
this or that to do, or ſuca a Company to enter- 


tain: 


K . reer 


bone MY AN ha food obs . few oh ou ho 8"> AA «KB | SS tm<6 


OP EU wy wor ma 


+ 


1 [ Ini 1 


' "* 


of 
the firſt News his Friend heard of him was, that 
I he was killed ; 
fore he had executed thoſe good Purpoſes he had 
once entertained, Thus his vain Companions put 
an End to his ſerious Thoughts, 
2 Reſolutions, and robbed him of his Immortal Soul, 


i upon the Lord's Day, of going into Company at- 
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tain: And ſhall theſe Things rob you of your 
Souls? better diſmiis or excuſe your ſelves to that 
Company, or get out of their Way: better leave 
that Buſineſs to ſome other Time, than loſe the 
Opportunity of Criſt's knocking at the Door of 
PE Hearts, and aſking for Admittance. If you 
turn him away for the Sake of theſe Things, you 
may, perhaps, never have the Offer repeated. 

FM it is to be feared, an unhappy Perſon I have 
read of, found it; who being an Officer in the Ar- 
a little before he went into Flanders, came to 
| a Chriſtian Friend, and told him, he had had a 


: great many ſerious Thoughts of the State of his 
\ = 


Soul, and was refolved to lead a new Life: But, 
I fag: he, there is ſuch a Company I muſt be with 
to Night, I wiſh I could diſengage myſelf from 
chem. He, notwithſtanding, went to them, for- 
got all his ſerious T houghts, when with them; 


# Y Clunges himſelf all Night into the utmoſt Exceſs 


Drinking, and the next Day went aboard; and 


and, as he had Reaſon to fear, be- 


diverted his good 


How frequently are the moit awakening Dil- 
ourſes made ineffectual on thoſe that heard them 


f with ſome Concern, for want of their retiring af- 


> terwards from Company, to make a due Applica- 
tion to their 


own Conſciences. And give me 
bk my Friends, upon this Occaſion, to cau- 
tion you againſt a Practice too common, and even 


ter 
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Goſpel, of the pure and ſtrict Profeſſion of it, and Z 
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ter you have been hearing the Word of God; and. 
it may be, ſuch Company as hath no other Ten- q 
dency, than to thruſt out thoſe ſerious Thoughts 
which have been excited by what you have heard. 
How much better would it be to retire preſently 8 
into your Cloſets, to think over the Matter, or at 
leaſt, to engage in ſuch Diſcourſes as may main- 


tain and promote the good Impreſſions made upon 


your Minds. Take heed you do not ſuffer the 
Warmth of holy Affections raiſed in your Breaſt 5 
by any Means to be cooled and extinguiſhed. Take 
the firſt Opportunity of reviving them with ſtil!l 
greater Efficacy upon the Heart and Conſciencce. 

3. Another Reaſon of Men's Irreſolution, is 
the Prejudices they have imbibed againſt Religion. 4 
They ſee a great deal of Reaſon to approve of the 7 


of the Practice of its ſeveral Duties; but they are 
carricd away by various common Prejudices againſt * 
it; they have been taught to look upon it, per- 
haps, as Hereſy or Schiſin. It might be an Argu- 4 
ment with Agrippa againſt Paul, that he was repre- 
ſented as a Ring leader of the Sect of the Nagarenes. 
Give ſome reproachful Name to the Profeſſion of 
Religion, this ſhall be a ſtrong Prejudice againſt it 
with many, who would otherwiſe approve of it. 
Call it but Hereſy or Schiſm, and then all Argu- 
ments for it are anſwered, Thus ſays the Apoſtle, 3 
Acts xxiv. 14. After the Way that they call Here, 
ſo oor ſhip I the God of my Fathers. And fo to call 
it, was inſtead of all Arguments againſt it. Thus 
many would become religious, but they are a- 
fraid of being reproacned under ſome hateful or 


obnoxious Name: or it is an Objection with them, = 
that 1 
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that fuch and ſuch Men of Note and Figure, do 
not approve of, or fall in with the Profeſſion. Have 


and, 
en- 


ghts any of the Phariſees, or of the Rulers, believed on 
ard, him? None but mean and ordinary People follow 
ntly XZ him; ſuch Men are for that which is moſt in Fa- 
r at ſhion, and which hath the Privilege of the com- 
an- mon Vogue. They cannot bear to be looked up- 
pon on as ſingular, or laughed at as preciſe. But con- 


ſider; Are we to judge of the Truth of Things by 
. Numbers? Are the Multitude the wiſeſt? Has 
"ake not true Religion been generally, and in every Age 
ſtil! oppoſed by the Wiſe and Great Men of the World? 
62. Hath it not met with ill Uſage, and hard Treat- 
„ ment; with Reproach and Contempt? Will you 
210N. loſe your Souls, for fear of being called by a re- 
the proachful Name? Do you fear Men rather than 
and God? If you are afraid to own Chriſt before Men, 
are can you expect to be owned by him at the Great 
ainſt Day? Conſider the Truth and Reaſon of Things; 
Per- do not ſuffer yourſelves to be carried away by the 
rgu- Sound of Words, by Names, or the Notions and 


reaſt 


* 7 Th 

. i; 5 * 

N 
© -” q i 


pre- Scntiments of the Vulgar, He is the brave Man, 
FI the ſincere Chriſtian, whom God will own at laſt, 


that purſues what appears to him to be true and 
iſt it good, agreeable to the Word and Will of God; 
f it. tho' the whole World about him ſhould take the 
rgu- contrary Side, and reproach and vilify him for it. 

oſtle, 4. Another Reafon is, their Fondneſs for the 
ereſy, World, its Pleaſures, and other Adva tages. SO 


0 call Mark iv. 18, 19. we read of ſome who heard the 
Thus FA Word, but the Cares of this IVorid, and the Deceit- 
re a- ſulneſs of Riches, and the Lifts of other Things en- 
a] or = 71:79 in, choaked the Word, and it became umſruit- 
hem, ul. 80 Jebn x11. 42, 43. Aſauy among the chief 


that D Ruler; 
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Ruters believed on Chriſt, but becauſe of the Phari- 
fees, they did not confeſs him, left they ſhould be put 
out of the Synagogue ; for they loved the Praiſe of 
Alen more than the Praiſe of God. But let us con- 
ſider the Unreaſonableneſs of this Conduct. Don't 
the great Things of the other World appear of ſuch 
infimte Importance, that nothing can be balanced 
with them? Will it bear the leaſt Shew of Argu- 
ment, to expoſe yourſelves to the Anger of Al- 
mighty God, and run the Riſque of everlaſting 
Mitery, for the Sake of ſome preſent tranſitory 


Pleaſures or Enjoyments? What wall it profit a Man, 


tho be fabi gain the whole World, and be his own 
Soul? How dearly ſhall I pay for the ſhort Enjoy- 
ment of a little Fleafure and Diverſion, if I muſt 
lie for ever in Hell for it? What will it ſignify to 
me to be courted and honoured by Men, a few 
Years in this World, if I muſt be overwhelmed 
with everlaſting Shame and Confuſion? When 
you think ſe riouſly of God, of Heaven and Hell, 
and Eternity, do not all the Things of this World 
ſeem to you as Shadows, and Nothing? And will 
vou, for the Sake of theſe Shadows and Nothings, 
diſregard thoſe vaſtly 1 important Concerns ? 

But at other Times, 1t may be, your Pleaſures, 
vour earthly En oyments, appear to be ſubſtantial 
and valuable Thi: gs; and the Things of the other 

World ſecm like Shadows, or even to vaniſh out 
of Sight. But cannot you, in that Caſe, make 
uſe of your Reaſon? Will not this inſtruct you, 
that it is becauſe ſenſible Enjoyments are preſent, 


in{t before your Eyes, that they ſeem: ſo great and 
valuable? V. Areas ſpiritual Things are at a Di- 
ſtance in the other World; and therefore, and for 
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this Reaſon alone, appear to you inconſiderable, 
or as nothing. You will, in other Caſes, uſe your 
Reaſon in Oppoſition to the Miſrepreſentations of 
Senſe: You will not prefer a little Cottage in Sight, 
before a great Palace, and an Eſtate, in another 
Country, becauſe you cannot ſee it; nor a few 
Guineas lying before your Eyes, to the Promiſe of 
a Thouſand Pounds; tho' this Sum be not in Poſ- 
ſeſſion, and you have no other Security for it than 
a Piece of Paper. And why ſhould the Preſence 
of the poor tranſitory Enjoyments of this Life give 
them the Preference to thoſe infinitely greater and 
more valuable Enjoyments of the other World, 
merely becauſe theſe lie at a Diſtance, and are on- 
ly ſecured to us by Promiſe, when it is upon the 
Word and Oath of God himſelf? Now then, do 
you find Reaſon, upon a thorough Conſideration 
of the Matter, to own the Truth and Importance 
of the eternal World, and the Neceſſity of govern- 
ing yourſelves by the Rules of the Goſpel, in or- 
der to your everlaſting Happineſs? Do not ſuffer 
the deceitful Pleaſures and little Concerns of this 
preſent tranſitory Life, to caſt a Miſt before your 
Eyes, and make you regardleſs of thoſe Meaſurcs 
that are ſo confeſſedly neceſſary to your Happineſs, 
5. To add no more; another common Reaion, 
why ſo many that are almoſt, cannot yet be tho- 
roughly perſuaded to give themſelves to Chri/?, ac- 
cording to the Goſpel, and devote themſelves to a 
Courſe of Religion, is the Power and Prevalence 
of ſome particular Luſt, Herod would do many 
Things, but not part with Herodias. His Love 
to her deſtroyed all the Force of Fobn's Perſuaſions. 
Felix was very much moved with what Paul ſaid 
91 to 
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to him ; but Covetouſneſs kept faſt Hold of him: 3 
He hoped that Money would have been given him 
to let Paul go. He would not be perſuaded to 
leave off thoſe unjuſt oppretlive Practices which 
were fo gzinfol to him. Thus it is with many. 
' They are convinced in their Minds, that Religion 
ins and the Service of God is their trae Intereſt; and 
they make many Reſolutions to this purpoſe; and 
many Things in Religion they do; but they can't 
come to a thorough Reſolution of giving up them- 
ſclves wholly io God in Cbriſt, on uccount of ſome 
darling Inclination which they nouriſh, and cannot 
part with, In ſome, the Love of Drink 1s fo be- 
witching, that for the Sake of it they do Violence 
to their Cox ilciences, and break thro' their moſt 
powerful Convictions. Others are as much en- 
chanted by their Fondneſs for their vain Compani- 
ons, or their idle and ſinful Sports and Diverſions; 
theſe rob them of the Time they ſhould ſpend in 

. their Duty to God; deſtroy all their Seriouſneſs, 
| and infuſe into them a light, looſe, and thought- 
leſs Temper of Mind, Others are bound fo faſt 
by the Entanglements of looſe and impure Defires, 
12 or ſome unreaſonable Affections, that all the At- 
'Þ tractives of Religion have not Force enough upon 
hoes to diſengage them, and the Holy and Good 
Spirit of God can find no Admittance into their 
Hearts, or, however, it is ſoon driven away again. 
Theſe, or ſome ather prevailing Diſorders of the 
Mind, are the ſtrong Holds by which the Devil 
keeps Poſſeſſion of their Souls; Sometimes they | 1 
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4 ſeem ready to capitulate, and ſurrender all up to 1 
= Chr:i/? ; but while this Caſtle is reſerved for Sin and z 
F the Devil, all is in vain, the Gate ſtill remains ſhut | 


oat 
i 
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n: againſt the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Sometimes mere 
im © Sloth and Indolence is the Cauſe of this fatal Ne- 
to glect. They cannot perſuade themſelves to take 
ch the neceſſary Pains in Religion; their Indulgence 
y. to their fleſhly Eaſe robs them of their Souls. And 
on will you then (poor unhappy Man!) ſuffer your 
nd © Reaſon and Conſcience to be enſlaved to this un- 
nd © reaſonable Luſt, to this ſlothful Temper ? 

a't Conſider, Is it worth the while for this to loſe 
m- your Soul, to periſh for ever? You tell me you 
me are ſenſible it is not; and therefore you are ſome- 


not times reſolved againſt it; but ſtill you are over- 
be- come and carried away contrary to the Conviction 
ace of your own Mind. How fad.is thy Caſe! Go, 
oft cry mightily to God for Grace and Strength to 
en- maſter thy Luſts. Fix it upon your Mind. You 
ni- muſt deny, and oppoſe, and mortify them, or you 


are undone, A Man will part with his Leg, his 
Arm, his Right Eye, rather than loſe his Life. 
N When you think of the infinite Importance of your 
Souls, and the Neceſſity of ſaving it, reſolve to 
L pluck away from your Heart, tho' it be like tear- 
ing the Fleſh from the Bones, whatſoever it is _ 
2 endangers the Loſs of your Soul. This will, 
2 ceed, be painful, but better is it to cut of 3 
4 Right Hand, or put out your Right Eye, than bau- 
ing two Hands, or two Eyes, to be thrown into Hell, 
8 Matt. xv. 8, You fee then what it is that pre- 
| vents many from giving up themſelves ſincerely to 
evil 1 Cori/?, . notwithſtanding the Convictions of their 
hey , own Conſciences: And tho” they frequently have 
to # appeared to be almoſt perſuaded to do it. You ſee 
and alſo, how unrcaſonable it is to ſuffer ourſelves, by 
I juch 
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ſuch Means, to be diverted from Meaſures fo ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to our Welfare and Happineſs. 
And now, my Friends, whoever of you have 
not yet been thorqughly perſuaded to devote them- 
ſelves to a Courſe of real Religion, notwithſtand- 
ing all the convincing Arguments that have been 
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114 laid before you from Time to Time; is it not 

it from ſome ſuch Principles as theſe I have men- 

Wn tioned? And can you juſtify this Sort of Conduct 

1" to yourſelves? Do you not bluſh when you think 

it of it? Can you pretend to the Character of Men 
; of Senſe and Reaſon, while you act a Part ſo mean, 


ſo abſurd, ſo unreaſonable, in all Reſpects; and a 
which your own Judgments and Underſtandings 
muſt condemn as much as any one? What ſhall I © 
ſay? Remember this, and ſhew yourſekves Men; bring 
it again to Mind, O ye Tranſgreſſors, Iſa. xlvi. 8. 
1 Think the Matter over again, and ſee whether you 
ils can give any better, any good Reaſon, why you 

* ſhould not yield yourſelves to the Service of God 2 
in Chriſt. 

To give ſtill further Weight to what I have 
been repreſenting; for I would fain reach the 
Hearts and Conſciences of every one this Day ; let 
me beg your Patience a little while. | 

III. I repreſent to you the Aggravations of theit 
unhappy miſerable State, who tho' they are often 
almoſt, yet are never thoroughly perſuaded to be 
Chriſtians i in earneſt. 

There are but two Things ſhall inſiſt upon at 
oe 
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1 . To ſuch Perſons their own Conſciences wil 
5 bs 2 terrible Witnets againſt them, as ſoon as they 
bt 2 tiny 
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XZ &nd Time and Leiſure to bethink themſelves : And 
a long Time and Leiſure they will find for it in 


the other World, if they could not before. They 
will then reflect; *I have often had the great 
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Concerns of Religion ſet before my Mind, in a 
ſtrong and clear Light. I could not but ſee 
the Truth and Reaſonableneſs of it. I knew 
what was fitteſt and beſt to be done, but I 
would not conſider, I would not attend to or 
regard it, but wilfully ſhut my Eyes againſt the 
Light that ſhone upon me. I hved Darkneſs 
rather than Light, becauſe my Deeds were evil; 
and therefore my Condemnation is moſt juſt. 
For the Sake of my fooliſh, vain, accurſed Plea- 
ſures, I have ruined myſelf for ever. I ruſhed 
forward, and even with my Eyes open (for I 
knew what I was doing) to Hell and Deſtruc- 
tion. Oh moſt unaccountable Folly and Mad- 
neſs! to let a miſerable World ſo enchant and 
delude me, that for the Sake of its vain Shews, 
of its fooliſh Baubles, of its pitiful periſhing En- 
joyments, J have parted with ſolid and ſubſtan- 
tial Happineſs, and expoſed myſelf to real and 
eternal Sorrows; and this too, wittingly and 
knowingly : For I knew, I very well knew I 
could not live and enjoy that fooliſh World I 
was fo fond of, always. I knew I muſt die, 
and enter upon an eternal State. My own Rea- 
ton and Conſcience told me I muſt ſoon be 
judged, and puniſhed with everlaſting Pains, if 


I did not alter my Courſe of Life, and obey the 


Goſpel of Jeſus Chrijt, I knew all this: I 
could not doubt it; and yet I went on, miſe- 
rable diſttacted Wretch that I was! to make 
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« ſure of, to haſten my own Deſtruction, and to 
* compleat and finiſh mine everlaſting Damnation. 
« Oh! that I had never been born, Oh! that ! 


had never heard of Chriſt, or of the Goſpel. 
© Curſed be the Day that ever it was fo fully 


"7 
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e 
+ a 
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e preached to me; or rather curſed, for ever curſed 7 
te be my Folly and Wickedneſs, that I lighted b 


** 
* 


diſmal Reflections, but no other than what muſt 
naturally and neceſſarily riſe in the Minds of thoſe 


and diſregarded it.” Theſe, Sirs, are ſad and 


who ſaw, or might have ſeen, ſufficient Evidence ; 
to convince them of the Truth and Reaſonableneſs 


of Religion, but would never be perſuaded hear- 


tily and thoroughly to ſubmit themſelves to the 


Belief and Practice of it. 


2. That they had been ſo near the Kingdom 
of God, and yet fell ſhort of it, will be another 
Source of molt ſevere Reflexions, and tormenting | 


Agonics. „I was almoſt perſuaded (will they ſay 


eto themſelves) to have become a Chri/tian in 


* earneſt, I had ſome Thoughts often about it. 


* was ſometimes very near coming to a thorough. E 
te fixed Reſolution, Had I done 10 had I gone 
* a few Steps further, Oh how happy had I been! 


« I remember, one Da ay in particular, the Neceſ- 


« ſity of real Religion was ſtrongly preſſed upon 
% me; it had a great Influence upon my Heart. 
e] was even juſt perſuaded to take new Meaſures; 


«© to turn to God, and apply to Chriſt for Mercy 


and Grace, and live according to the Goſpel. 


« Had ] done fo, | ſhould have been as happy as 
*« now I am nuſerable, Oh! how near was I to 


» 


Heaven! but, unhappy Wretch that I was! in- 3 


* ſtead of purſuing thoſe ſerious Thoughts, and | 
ec ® bringing | 


d to ce bringing Matters to a comfortable Iſſue, I ſoon 
ion. © got into ſome vain and idle Company, which 
at 1 © diverted my Thoughts another Way: I quickly 
pel. WM © plunged myſelf again into worldly Buſineſs, or 
ully 3 Pleaſures; and fo, by Degrees, quite loſt all 
rſed © that quick Senſe of eternal 'Things I had before 
ted upon my Mind; and then went on to add Sin 
and © to Sin, till I became ripe for Deſtruction. Oh 
nuſt * this fooliſh, inconſtant, giddy Heart of mine 
hoſe © I was, in a manner, eſcaped from the Wrath to 
ence come; had Heaven and everlaſting Happineſs 
neſs © near in View; and God and Chrz/? _ ready 
ear- © to receive me with much Mercy and Kindneſs, 
the and to make me as happy as any glorious Saint 

= © there; and yet I could not perſuade myſelf to 

dom © go on a little further, but, like one diſtracted, 
ther © turned my Back upon Heaven, and returned a- 
ting gain towards everlaſting Flames. How was it 
ſay MW poſſible I could be ſo ſenſeleſs, that when I had 
in © a full Sight of the wretched and miſerable State 
it it. © 1 was in through Sin, and was juſt perſuaded to 
ugh leave it, when I ſaw before me the Happineſs 
gone © and Glory of the Heavenly State, and was juſt 
een! © ready to enter upon the Way to it, I ſhould ſuf- 
ceſ- © fer myſelf, by any Company, or worldly Mat- 
pon © ters, to be diverted from it; and now I muſt 
cart. lie for ever in inſupportable Miſery, who was ſo 
res; near obtaining an inconceiyable eternal Happineſs 
ercy #7 and Glory in Heaven, Oh that 1 had with In- 
ſpel. 5 75 dignation rejected the Company, the Tempta- 
y as tions that turned off my good Purpoſes from 
1 to Hcaven and my Duty. Curſed be thoſe be- 
in- witching Pleaſures, for the Sake of which J have 
and < loſt Heaven. Curſed be that wandering, carnal, 
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E | covetous, 


34 The Nature and Cauſes of Serm. I: 


| e covetous, ambitious, flothful Heart of mine, 
1 e that led me back to, and plunged me into Hell, 
in * when I had almoſt eſcaped the Danger of it.“ 

l; ft God forbid any here ſhould ever be expoſed to ſuch # 


1 1 
„ dreadful Reflections. That we may not, let us 
bi | now, in Time, lay theſe Things to Heart, and ef- 
(ks fectually guard againſt the Danger. If you have 
14 any Senſe of the infinite Importance of the great 
1 Truths of Religion, and how nearly they concern 
1 you; go Home, think ſeriouſſy of them; conſider 
ins how Matters are with you; preſs theſe awful 
bY Truths.upon your Hearts, till you come to a tho- 
Sy rough fixed Reſolution of falling in with all the 
”| Meaſures the Goſpel preſcribes, in order to your 
1 everlaſting Happineſs. Think, © Are not theſe 
3 Things true? If fo, am I not concerned in them? 
Li « Ts it not beſt? Is it not neceſſary for me to for- 
105 <« ſake my Sins, and turn to God, and take Care 
{1 of my Soul, by putting it into the Hands of 
4h *« Chri/t ; truſting in, and obeying him, according 
* ce to the Goſpel.” And when J conſider the ſad 


Conſequences of it, if any of you ſhall be but al- 
moſt perſuaded by all that has been ſaid ; I can- 
ut not forbear concluding with this Wiſh of the 3 

| Apoſtle Paul, addreſs'd to King Agrippa. Would 3 
70 God that not only thou, but alſo all that hear me 
this Day, were even both almoſt and altogether fach 
ny J, except theſe Bonds. 
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I ACTS xxvi. 29. | 

o- Aud Paul ſaid, I would to God, that not 
the only thou, but alſo all thoſe that hear 
* me this Day, were both almoſt, and al- 


= together ſuch as I am, except theſe 
or- Bonds. 


E have, from the foregoing Words of 
King Agrippa, repreſented the unhap- 
y Caſe of Multitudes, who have 
1 been often under great Impreſſions, of 
an- the Truth and Importance of Religion; and the 
the Reaſonableneſs of becoming true Chriſtians; yet, 
1/4 thro' the Influence of this World, and their own 
ne Luſts, never come to a thorough Determination, 
uach and ſo periſh in their Unbelief. 

Ihhat this may not be the Caſe of any of thoſe 
who hear me this Day, we ſhall recommend to 
pour ſerious Conſideration, and ſhall endeavour, 
as far as we can, to enforce upon the Conſcience 
this affectionate Wiſh of the Apoſtle Paul, for 

King Agrippa, and all his Audience. 
| E 2 The 
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36 A thorough DETERMINATION in Serm. II. 

The Apoſtle expreſſes himſelf in a Manner bot 
very forcible and engaging. Almoſt, ſays Agrip- 
pa, thou perſuadeſt me to be a Chriſtian. Oh! re- 
plies the Apoſtle, I would to God it were ſo! not 
only that thou, but that all that hear me were 
ſuch: I with to God, or I could make it my 
Prayer to God, as the Word ſignifies, "EvZ&pyv av 
75 Ge. The Apoſtle knew, that all the Succeſs 
of his Miniſtry depended upon the Power of Di- 
vine Grace. We find him, therefore, frequent in 
Addreſſes to God for that Purpoſe; as well as in 
his Preaching and Exhortation to Men. 

When a Miniſter is ſincerely deſirous of the 
Converſion of his Hearers, he will make it the 
Matter of his earneſt Prayer to God for them; he 
will plead with God for them, as well as with 
them for God. When your Miniſters have been 
in vain ſtriving with you Sinners, and perſuading 
you to come and ſubject yourſelves to Chriſt, they 3 
have no whither to turn themſelves, but unto God, 
to beg of him to ſubdue your Hearts to the Obe- 
dience of Faith; and when they have any Proſpect 


of ſucceeding, when Sinners begin to be under ſe- 


rious Impreſſions, this excites and quickens their 


Prayers: As Paul, when he heard Agrippa o n- 
ing the Impreſſions made upon him. I pray tb 
God, ſays he, that thou mayſt be not only almoſt, 1 
but @/fogether a Chriſtian. So other faithful Mi- 
niſters earneſtly beg of God, that he would be 


pleated to carry on the Convictions begun upon 


the Hearts of Sinners, renew and ſtrengthen the 
Impreſſion, and compleat it in a thorough faving 


Converſion. 
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4 fluence upon him, that he ſpake in his Fayour to 
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This is then the firſt Inſtruction we learn from 


I the Words. 


+ 
2 8 4.58 ; 
. 
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Obſ. I. That faithful Miniſters make the Con- 


N L verſion of their Hearers the Matter of their earneſt 


1 Pnd fervent Prayers to God. 
It appears, that the Imprefſion which Agrippa 


owned was made upon his Mind, in Favour of 
XChriftianity, gave the Apoſtle a peculiar Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction, which made him expreſs himſelf 
Zwith ſo much Freedom and Ardour, The Inter- 
Zeſt of his Lord and Maſter was more, much more 
upon his Heart than his own particular Concerns ; 
Zand therefore he ſo manages his Defence, as to in- 
oute, in the ſtrongeſt Manner, the Evidences of 


the Truth of the Goſpel, and makes Uſe of that 
Liberty given him to plead in his owa Defence, 
to defend the Cauſe of his Lord and Maſter ; and 


2 the Succeſs of this Cauſe he was much more cager 


Jupon, than his own Deliverance. Inſtead of im- 
proving the good Diſpoſition the King ſeemed to 
bei in, to engage him in mediating for himſelf, he 
continues to preſs the Cauſe of Chriſt and the Go- 
Wt and to recommend it to King Agrippa, and 
Fall the reſt, to be not only almoſt, but altogether 
1 to become Chr1/tzans. 

Obſ. IT. The Cauſe and Intereſt of Chr:/?, and 
the Salvation of Souls, lies nearer to the Heart of 
every faithful Miniſter, than any Concerns of his 
Zown. 

I cannot forbear obſerving here, that tho. 4grip- 
Vo did not concern himſelf about what Paul was 
moſt ſolicitous to preſs, yet his Convictions of the 
ore of the Apoſtle's Argument had ſuch an In- 
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ſtiaus; that is, according to the reproachful Lan- 
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the Roman Governor. Many, tho' they cannot be 
perſuaded to regard what Miniſters fay to them for | ? . 
the Good of their own Souls, yet, cannot forbear 
expreſſing their Eſteem for them, and Readineſs iF, 
to ſcrve them. 1 | 

Again: From the Freedom that the Apoſtle | = 
uſcs here with this King and Noble Audience, we 
may learn, 4 

Obſ. III. Not to be ſhy or backward, or wha 'Z 
ever we have an Opportunity, to plead for Chriſt ; 
even before the greateſt of Men. Some of the Au- 
dience might be ready to cenſure Paul as a con- 
fident Man, that he ſhould think or talk of mak- * 
ing King Agrippa, Feſtus the Roman Governor, 
and the reſt of the Nobility and Gentry there, Chri- 


guage of thoſe Times, Nazarenes, Galilecans, He- 3 
retics.. How could he have the Aſſurance to 2 3 
mention ſuch a Thing? But he knew for whom, 7 
and in what Cauſe he pleaded ; for him who was & . 
the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. He had 1 
ſufficient Evidence to ſupport his Aſſertions; and 
therefore he preached the Goſpel with all Boldnefs. I 
Thus ſays David, Plalm cxix. 46. J vill ſpeak of © 1 
thy Ti 5 den before Kings, and will not be I 
a” 22d. ' : 
Ve ſhould not be aſhamed to ſpeak and peat ? 
Foy Chrift, even before the greateſt, There is a 

decent Liberty and Freedom to be uſed upon ſuch 

Occaſions ; a Boldneſs and Aſſurance joined with 

Modeſty, and a due Reſpect to the Perſons we are 

adarefiing, 1 iner by Zeal for God, and Love to j 
the Truth; ſuch as always diſeovered itſelf in the 


Apoſtle Paz , and particularly now. F 
1 vill F 
i 4 
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be This Modeſty and humble Reſpect of the A- 
* le to the Company, appears in the Manner in 
W which he exprefies himſelf to Agrippa. He inſi- 
3 Wnuares the Reaſonableneſs and Necctlity of his en- 

tering into a thorough Examination of that great 
my S Point then before them ; and of coming to a De- 
termination upon it, in the ſoft Terms of a Wiſh, 
Wor Prayer, which yet did very ſtrongly and forci- 


en- ply imply the vaſt Importance of the Caſe. It is 
Fl ; as if he had ſaid; O King Agrißba, do not care- 
u- 


leſsly and tightly throw this Matter out of your 
Thoughts; do not paſs it by as if you had nothing 
to do in it, as if it were a Matter of ſmall Impor- 
tance. Your own Conſcience, I perceive, tells 
you, that there appears a great deal of Reaſon in 
what I have been aſſerting, that this Jeſus whom 
I preach is the Chr1/t, who is riſen again from the 
Dead; through whom alone we can receive For- 
om, givencſs and Salvation; and conſequently it is not 
*Zwithout the utmoſt Danger, that any turn away 
1 from him, or ſlight his Goſpel preached to them. 

It is a Matter, therefore, that deſerves your Conſi- 
nels. deration and Attention, as you value your own 
2k of © 3 Welfare and Happineſs; ; which are fo nearly con- 
or be cerned in it, that I cannot but earneſtly beg of 
God to incline both your Heart, and the Hearts 


plead WRof every one preſent, to receive and embrace the 
is a Goſpel; ſince without it you cannot be ſaved, 
ſuch F Ob. IV. It is the vaſt Importance of the Con- 

with verſion of the Sinners to their Salvation, that makes 


e are faithful Miniſters ſo concerned and ſolicitous a- 
ve to bout it. 

n the I the Conſequences of your Neglect of, and 
1 to the Goſpel, did only reach your 


Thi 4 preſent 
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preſent Intereſt, brought Ruin upen yourſelves and if ; F 
Families here in this World; we who heartily wiſh "M 
for, and delight in your Welfare and Proſperity, 
and that of your Families, even in this Life, could 
not but be preſſing and importunate in our Ad- 
vices and Admonitions; but when we conſider 
your everlaſting cation lies at Stake; that if you 
do not heartily repent, and turn to God, you muſt 
certainly periſh for ever ; that thoſe who wall not 
ſubmit to the Laws of Chriſt, by a Life of Holi- 
neſs, ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting Vengeance; 
we cannot but do our utmoſt to ſnatch you as 


Ficebrands out of the Fire; uſe all Methods of 


Addreſs to you, in Seaſon and out of Seaſon ; ® 
plead with you, and pray for you; that ſo you 


may be ſaved. 


It is further remarkable in what Terms the 
Apoſtle expreſſes his Defire that they might all be- 
come Chriſtians. Such, ſays he, as I am. Per- 
| Haps he choſe this Way of (peaking, as being more 
ſoft and engaging, than if he had ſaid, To be 3 
Chriſtians. Chrijtian was then a Term of Re- 
proach ; had ſomething in its Sound grating upon, 
and offenſive to their Ears, who were uſed to hear 
them ſpoken of as the Oificouring of all Things. 
Paul therefore ſpares their Ears, and in leſs of- 
fenfive, tho' more forcible Terms, expreſſes the 


ſame Things 


Obſ. V. A Regard is to be had to the Weak- 
neſs of thoſe we converſe with, ſo as to commu- 
nicate even Truth to them, in Terms the mac 1 


ſoft, and leaſt offenſive. 
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That which will be borne with, perhaps received 


and embraced, in one Form of Expreſſion, would 
be utterly rejected with Contempt and Abhorrence, 
when delivered in other Words. Of this many 
= Inſtances might be given, both in teaching Truths, 
2 againſt which Men have been prejudiced ; and al- 
ſo in conveying Admonitions and Inſtructions, for 
which the Minds and Ears of Men are not ſuffici- 


| not = ently prepared. Chriſtians therefore, and eſpeci- 
Joli- ally Miniſters, have need of that Prudence which 


NCC; we may ſo often obſerve in the Apoſtle Paul, and 
u as eſpecially in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


LY $8 . | 
Is of But tho this Way of ſpeaking was more ſoft, 
fon it was equally, or more forcible and expreſſive ; 


you IF altogether ſuch a one as 1 am. © A Chriſtian not 
= © only in Name and Profeſſion, which Name [I 
; the = © glory in, however reproachful it be in the 
be- World; but a true, faithful, and zealous Diſ- 
Per- ciple and Follower of Jeſus Chri/t; the ſame 
more ©© hearty Affection and Zeal for his Kingdom and 
o be © Intereſt ; the ſame awful and fincere Regard to 
Re- © his Authority and Laws; the ſame high Value 
pon, © and Eſteem for his Perſon and Character; the 
hear = © ſame ſtrong Confidence in his Power and Grace, 
ings. © which I have, I would to God there were in 
of- © all of you.“ | 
the In wiſhing them the ſame as himſelf, he ſhews 
bis hearty Concern for them, and the Value he 
eak- put upon the Grace of Chriſt. 
mu- His hearty Concern for them. He defires they 
moſt may be as happy as himſelf. As if he bad faid; 
In wiſhing you to be Chriſtians, JI wiſh you as 
That BF © well as I could myſelf, Whatever Advantages 
E. F I am 


2 5 
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] am poſſeſſed of by the Grace of God, which 2 
* are not inconſiderable; whatſoever Happineſs I 
* have in View, which is unſpeakably great, 19 | i 
_ s earneſtly defire it may be communicated to you, 
118 % King Agrippa, and all preſent.” * 
1 Ob. VI. He that truly loves ( Hriſt, and the 
Souls of Men, earneſtly deſires that all others may 
have the ſame affectionate Regard to him, and In. z 
tereſt in him. He wiſhes all had at leaſt the ſame 
Degree of Grace, the ſame Meaſure of the Hoh i 


* 
4+ 
+ 
4 


1198 Spirit, the ſame Right and Title to Heaven, and 
1 the ſame Love and Value for Chriſt. Thus the 4 
is it Church, Cant. v. endeavours to inſpire into the 
ji | Daughter of Teruſalem, the ſame Eſteem and ; 
. Value for her Beloved, which ſhe felt herſelf, F 
i 8% Do you, Chriſtians, truly love Chriſt? Are you 
4 his ſincere Diſciples? You will then ſincerely pray, 
8 and join with Prayer anſwerable Endeavours, that 
19 all about you, your Relations, Friends, and Neigh- 4 
„ bours, wherever you can have an Intereſt, may 
ME zcome with you his Diſciples and Subjects: And 
0 the ſame Principle which inſpires you with a Con- 
48 cern for, and Care of your own Souls, will make 
1.991 you deſirous of the Happineſs of theirs. | 
i Thete Words do alio intimate the high Value 
1 the Apoſtle Paul had for that Knowledds: and 
. Grace of the Goſpel, with which he was favoured. 
. Such as T am. Here is implied a ſecret Compari- 
ſon between his Condition, and that of King 


Agrippe, and the reſt of his Audience; and that 
his own was ſo much prefcrable, that it was the 3 
higheſt of his good Withes for them, that tho 
might be as he, even tho' he was then i in Bonds 
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hich Paul the Priſoner, in low, deſtitute, and deſpiſed 
eſs 1 | FCircumiances in the Eyes of the World; and — 
t, 1 vere great, and noble, and rich, and made a moſt 
you Wipe Appearance; yet the Advantages he had 
sn the Account of his Intereſt in the Grace of 
bo were ſo great, that they might juſtly wiſh 
co be as he. | 
} Td 7 Obſ. VII. An Intereſt in the Grace of Chriſt is 
ſame © much more defirable than all the Riches and Ho- 
Holy Znours of this World. Better be in Priſon, and in 
and Rags, with an Intereſt in Chriſt, than a King 
the Gy Without the Knowledge of him: While therefore 
the others are wiſhing, O that I had raiſed an Eſtate 
and] Jof Ten, Twenty, or a Hundred Thouſand Pounds, 
ent Las den and ſuch have done; do you rather ſay, 
Would to God I was altogether ſuch a one as this 
Er 1 or that good Man, who is eminent in Grace and 
tall Love to Chriſt, in Uſefulneſs and Holineſs, how- 
eigh- 1 ever low and mean in the World. Do not think 
may he Caſe of ſuch a one contemptible, who makes 
And a mcan Appearance in the World, if he be a true 
Con- Chr bias. You may with Reaſon with to be like 
make him, tho' you were to take his Poverty into the 
Bargain. Haſt thou the Knowledge of Chriſt 2 
Value“ an Intereſt in his Covenant and Grace? be content 
andi Ive thankful; tho' thou haſt not the Thouſands 
ured. bat others are poſſeſſed of, thou haſt that which 
1pari- is infinitely more valuable. Let me appeal to 
Es Jourſelves. Was not the Caſe of Paul really pre- 


that a to that of King Agrippa? He had, in- 
as the decd, the Favour of the Roman Emperor; was, 
t the Aby that Means, poſſeſſed of conſiderable Domi- 


Zonds nions and Riches, and gratified his Inclinations in 
Pau F 2 what- 


7 
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whatever he had a Mind to; but he periſhed in 
his Sins. And where is he now? Paul was then 3 2 
indeed in a poor and low Condition, as to the 
World; yet he poſſeſſed all Things; he had ſuch Þ 
an Intereſt in Chriſt the Lord of all Things, that 
whatever he wanted he could be ſure of, Beſide, 
he was poſſeſſed of thoſe rich and glorious Bleſſings Z 
of the Goſpel, Heavenly Light and Knowledge, 
Comfort, Peace, and Joy, which nothing in this 
World can equal ; and now he ſhines in Glory a- 
3 the bigheſt Orders of the Saints in Hea- | 

Who would not be Paul the Priſoner, ra- 1 
ther than King Agrippa? 


1s But that the affectionate Reſpect he had for 
N. them might ſtill the more fully appear, he makts 

1 an Exception of thoſe afflictive Circumſtances he 
1 f » was then in; except theſe Bonds, It is impoſſible 
1.08 to o to the Eſteem of carnal Men, Re- 
1 ligion in Bonds and Affliftions. It could never 
; 10 appear to them deſirable to be in Paul's Caſe, while 
11188 he was a Priſoner, He therefore ſpares them, and 
| at the ſame Time lets them know, that though 
1 5 he was truly deſirous they might ſhare in his Ad- 
Fe vantages and Happineſs, yet he, by no Means, de- 

wit fires their ſharing with hiin in his Troubles and 

Ft Afflictions. AZ 


— — 
x 


Obſ. VIII. A truly good Man wiſhes all as hap- 
py as himſelf, but would have none partake of his 
Sorrows and Troubles. A contrary Temper in- 
deed, too much prevails in the World : Men grudge 
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ſafe, and tlouriſhing Condition; eſpecially if ne 2 
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miſeris ſocios habuiſſe Doloris, ſays the Poet. It is 
then a Comfort to the miſerable, to have Companions 
> the to ſhare their Sorrow; but tis an ill- natured Com- 
ſuch fort; the Goſpel teaches us better; to rejoice with 
that them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep, 
fide, Rom. xii. 15. Art thou in Affliction and Trouble, 
Tings © in Poverty and low Circumſtances ? don't grudge 
edge, at the Eaſe or Plenty of others. Be pleaſed they 
1 this are free from the Troubles with which thou art 
ry a- = exerciſed, and with and pray they may continue 
Hea- ſo. Eaſt thou an Advantage above others of any 
ra- kind, don't pride thyſelf in it, nor deſpiſe them; 
but rather wiſh, and do what in thee lies to make 
1 for them as happy as thyſelf. But to come to that 
nakes which I have principally in View ; I obſerve, 
es he Obſ. IX. That it is the earneſt Deſire and Prayer 
ble of all faithful Miniſters of Chr:/t, that all that hear 
Re- them may be not only almoſt, but altogether per- 
never ſuaded to become the ſincere Subjects of Feſus 
while Chr:/t. 
„and That thou, and all that hear me this Day, were 
ough not only almoſt, but altogether ſuch as I am. 
Ad. He alludes to Agrippa's Words; not only a 
de- little perſuaded, but a great deal; & Mya va} & 
and roh. He wiſhes not only that they might be 
under ſome Convictions, but ſtrong and powerful 
hap- XZ lmpreſiions; that they might be fully poſſeſſed 
oF his with a Senſe of the Reaſonableneſs and Excellency 
r in- ol the Goſpel; of the divine Authority and Dig- 
doe nity of Chriſt; of the Neceſſity of Faith in him, 
eaſy, 0 their Salvation; that thereupon they might be 
they, effectually perſuaded to turn from their Sins unto 
/amen® God; and ſubmit themſelves to the Lord Feſus 
12ferti = Crit; not only in Profeſſion, but with their 
1 whole 


al X 

n. II. 
1 \ 

1 „ 
7 on F 
— 

. = 

— = 

1 4 


46 A thorough DETERMINAT10N 22 Serm. II. 


whole Hearts; devoting themſelves entirely to | 
him, in a Courſe of holy Obedience, in Expecta- 
tion of everlaſting Life and Happineſs. 'S 


We ſhall conſider more particularly, what it is 4 | 
the Apoſtle, and every faithful Miniſter, wiſhes: 
for all their Hearers; and for what Reaſon they 


are ſo defirous thereof; and then conclude. wit 
ſome Reflections. 9 
I, What is it the Apoſtle wiſhes for King Agripß-- 


pa, and the reſt of his Audience, and every faitz- 
ful Miniſter for all his Hearers. Altogether ſuch 
as I am, The Apoſtle does not mean in what was 
peculiar to him as an Apoſtle, or Teacher. Are 
all Apoſtles? Are all Teachers? No. Nor was it 


reaſonable to with that the Body ſhould be all Eye 
Where were then the Hearing? but that they might 2 
have the fame precious Faith; be living Members 
of Chriſt ; his faithful Subjects; have an Intereſt 
in the Bleſſings of the Goſpel, in the ſame Man- 
ner, and to the ſame Degree as himſelf, This 
then is what Miniſters earneſtly deſire for their 
Hearers, that they may have a full Conviction and 
lively Senſe of the Truth and Importance of Re- 
ligion, and particularly of the Goſpel ; that- they 
may have the ſaving Knowledge of the Excellency 
of the Perſon and Grace of Jeſus Chriſt ; that they 
may be fully acquainted with, and have a lively 
Senſe of the Reaſonableneſs and Excellency of the 
Laws of Chriſt; that their Hearts may be filled 
with Love to, and Value for Chri/t; and conſe- 
quently be fully reſolved and determined to de- 
vote themſelves to him in all holy Obedience, 
And laſtly, that they may have an Intereſt in the 


Love and Grace of Chriſt, and all the Bleſſings of 
the Goſpel, 1, That 
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1. That they may have a lively Senſe and full 
Conviction of the Truth of the Goſpel; be not 
only almoſt perſuaded thereof, but altogether. 


4 This the Apoſtle aims at in the -whols of his Diſ- 
= courſe, and would have been glad of a further 


Opportunity, till more and more to convince 


f them, would they but have attended to him. In- 


fidelity lies at the Root of Men's Diſobedience to 
the Goſpel. Hence Miniſters labour ſo earneſtly 
to convince Men of the Certainty of divine Truth; 

of the Being and Perfections of God; of the Re- 
ality of a future Judgment ; of Heaven and Hell, 

and all the ſeveral Truths of the Goſpel. Hence 
they endeavour to anſwer every Objection, to re- 
ſolve every Doubt, and to preſs upon the Minds 
of Men the ſtrongeſt Convictions of the Truth and 
Neceſſity of Religion, 2 Corinth. iv. 13, We hav- 
ing the ſame Spirit of Faith, according as it is vrit- 
ten; I believed, and therefore have I ſpoken; we 
alſo believe, and therefore eat. Miniſters deſire 
o poſſeſs the Minds of others with the ſame firm 
Belief, and lively Senſe of thoſe Truths, which 
they themſelves have. 2 Cor. v. 10, 11. For we 
muſt all appear before the Judgment- Seat of Chriſt, 
&c. Knowing therefore the Terrors of the Lord, «ve 
perſuade Men, It is their Grief that Men are fo 
unreaſonable as not to ſubmit to the moſt convinc- 
ing Evidence, that Things of this Nature can 
have; on Evidence much beyond what they act 
upon in all other Cafes. Certainly, think they, 
if Men did believe they muſt give an Account of 
themſelves to Chriſt the Judge 'of all, they could 
never act as they do: And Shy ſhould they not 
believe, when the Evidence is fo ſtrong and con- 
vincing ? 2. That 
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2. That they may have a clear and diſtinct 
Knowledge of the Excellency of the Perſon and | 
Grace of Chriſt. Did our Hearers but know | 
Corijt, who and what he is, they would certain- | 
ly love him. Fehr iv. 10. If thou, kneweſt not the 
Git .of God, and eh it is that ſaith unto thee, 
Give me to drink, thou awould/t have aſked of him, | 
and be would have given thee living Mater. We 
therefore earneſtly deſire to convey to Men as clear 
and full Knowledge of Chri/t as poſſible. We 
repreſent and recommend him to our Hearers in I 
) the Glorics of his Perſon, as the Son of God, and | 
| God with his Father; poſſeſſed of the ſame Di- 
vine Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, and cloathed | 
with his ſupreme Authority and Dominion over all 
Creatures, in Heaven and Earth, and under the 
Earth. We defite that all may behold and ad- 
mire him in the Beauties and Glories of his Love 3 
and Grace; manifeſted in his coming down from 
| Heaven to die for us, and in procuring Pardon, 
Lite, and Glory for us. I am determined, ſays the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cr. ii. 2. to know nothing but Feſus 
Chriſt, and him crucißed. Not that he would con- 
fine his Inſtructions to that particular Point of 
Doctrine, but all ſhould centre and terminate | 


—__ 
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there ; this ſhould be the grand Subject of his Diſ- r. 
courſes, to engage their Affections to Chri/t, and t. 
their Obedience to his Laws. For Chri/t is preach- r: 


N ed when his Authority is enforced, his Commands n 
| explained, and all the reſt of his Doctrine taught, W a 
whatever he hath revealed for our Salvation. It is F 
our earneſt Defire you may know more and more C 
of Chriſt; being made ſenſible of the ſaving Pow- WF tc 
er of his Doctrine in their Hearts. Could we but MF a: 

ſhew | 
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ſhew you him in all the Wonders of his Grace, 
and the Beauties of his Holineſs, you could not be 
indifferent to him. 
3. We earneſtly deſire that our Henan may 


| be fully convinced of the Excellency and Reaſon- 


ableneſs of the Laws of Chri/t. Corrupt Nature 
in Man oppoſes itſelf to thoſe Laws, complains of 
them as grievous, as hard Reftraints upon their 
Inclinations, as difficult or impoſtible to be obey'd, 

as inſupportable Burdens. We are, upon a tho- 
Y dough Examination, convinced of the contrary, 
and would be glad to free you from your Preju- 


dices againſt thoſe Laws; as knowing that they are 


molt reaſonable, juſt, and good, by no means 
grievous ; that the Te of Chri/t is eaſy, and his 
Burden light, O that Men would but be perſuad- 


ed heartily to try, they would find the K — 4 


Religion Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all ler Paths to 
be Peace. They would find it even delightful to 
deny themſelves, and to reſtrain their own Incli- 
nations; they would reap from it a Pleaſure much 
greater than in gratifying them. Would to God 
Men did but fee how deiirable, how honourable, 
how delightful it is to govern their Paſſions, to be 
meek and humble, to be ſober and temperate, to 
reſtrain and extinguiſh their Reſentments; to main- 
tain in their Breaſts a conſtant Calm, never to be 
ruffled and diſturbed ; to be full of Love, Kind- 
neſs, and Benevolence towards all ; to do good to 
all; and even render Good for Evil; to walk by 
Faith ; to live in a conſtant Expectation of the 
lories of the Heavenly State; to be indifferent 
to the Things of this Life; 5 omen themſclves 
and their Concerns to God; to trutt all their At- 
(; fairs 
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fairs in his Hands, and reſign with Patience and | 
Submiſſion, without Repining and Diſcontent to 
the Orders of Providence; to do the Duties of their 
ſeveral Relations with Love and Affection, with 
Diligence and Care, with Patience and Self. Denial; 
ſubmitting to one another, and pleaſing one ano- 
ther for mutual Edification. We earneſtly defire | 
and endeavour to poſſeſs Mens Minds with a Senſe | 5 
of the Excellency of theſe Rules of the Goſpel, [: 
of theſe Graces of the Spirit, and of the Odica. F | 
neſs of the contrary Sins and Vices, and what Un- 9 
eaſineſs, Diſquietudes, Troubles, and Afflictions, 
they bring upon Men; that ſo they may delight in | 
the one, and hate and abhor the other; that ey f 
may be perſuaded with Pleaſure to ſubmit them- 3. 
ſelves to Chriſt and his Yoke ; and caſt off that of 
Sin, as moſt grievous and inſupportable. Could 
Men be brought to ſee the Beauty of Holineſs, as 
recommended by the Precepts and Example of 
Chriſt, certainly they could not but be in Love 
with it. 2 
. We earneſtly defire that our Hearers may 1 
be filled with a high Value for, and Love to Gr. 
So the Apoſtle prays for the Epteſ ans, Chap. iii. 
16-19, at being rooted and ground: in Love, 
they might know the Love of Chriſt, that 22 
Know wledge. So know the Love of Chriſt, as that 
they might be enflamed with Love to him, and 
with a View to this the Apoſtle ſo often enlarges | | 
upon the Riches of the Grace of Chriſt, and re- . 
preſents him every Way fo amiable, Many call | 
themſelves Ch77/tians, but are really deſtitute of | 
Love to him. They do not confider their Obli— 
gations to him, nor the Excellency of his Perſon | 
and | 
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and Grace; they ſeldom think of him, nor main- 
tain Communion with him: This will be no leſs 
:. than the Ruin of their Souls; for he that hwes not 
= the Lord Feſus Chriſt, let bim be Anathema, Maran- 
al: atba, 1 Cor. xvi, 22. Compaſſion for Souls, there. 
fore, as well as Love to Chriſt, may juſtly raiſe in 
every faithful Miniſter a Concern to inſpire their 
Hearers with Love to him, Hence do they often 
plead with them; Can you do leſs than love 
* him, who came down from Heaven, to ſave 
you from Hell and Deſtruction; who ſubmitted 
to the greateſt Sufferings, and ſacrificed his own 
in Life for your Salvation? Is he not worthy of 
your Eſteem and Affection, who hath taught 
you the Way to Life and Happineſs, and given 
you, in his own Conduct, fo perfect a Pattern of 
= © every excellent Grace and Virtue? Are you not 
under the higheſt Obligations to love him, to 
e whom you owe all your preſent Peace and Com- 
dye © fort, and all your future Proſpects of Happineſs? 
Ho can you look him in the Face at the Great 
nay 1 * Day, if you have not the Love of Chriſt in you K 
iſt We carneſtly with you would love him, not in 
Ii. Word only, but alſo in Deed and in Truth; and 
2 conſequently, 
7th 5. That you would ſincerely and heartily give 
hat up yourſelves to Chri/t, in a Courſe of holy Obe- 
and dience to his Commands. This it is to be as the 
= Apoſtle Paul. He had wholly given up himſelf 
re- 0 Chriſt, and followed, and obey'd, and ſerved 
call him with all his Heart; made it his whole Buſi- 
of neis to promote his Kingdom and Intereſt in the 
bli- World. And we wiſh that we could perſuade all 
our Hearers to act the fame Part. Our Buſineſs 
G2 18 
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is to woo you to Chriſt; to perſuade you to yield 
yourſelves to God in him. When we can prevail 
with any to come to a thorough Reſolution, thus 


to give themſelves up to Ch; iſt, according to the | 
Goſpel, how happy are we! What a Grief of | 


Heart muſt it be to look about our Congregations, 


and to ſee ſo many that have not taken theſe Mea- 
ſures for their Happineſs; that have not openly | 
avowed the Lord to be their God, and Chriſt to 
be their Saviour and Lord; or having made ſuch 
Profefiion, do not act: agrecably thereto. We ear- 


neſtly wi! h that they would be Ciſtians, not only 


in Name, but in Reality; that they would not 
think it enough to cry Lord, Lord; call him their 
Lord and Maſter, but allo ſhew their Regard to 
him, by doing his Will, and departing from Ini- W 
quity, We wiſh that none may deceive them- | 
ſelves, and ruin their own Souls, by depending up- 
on a bare Profefiton, while their Hearts are deſti- 
tate of true Love to God, and Faith in Chri/?. | 
We are afraid and concerned that ſuch and ſuch} 
who come and hear the Word of Chr:/# as his 


People; who join in publick Prayers and Praiſes, 


and pe rhaps come to his Table alſo, ſhould yet | 


— 
1 798 


periſh 1 at laſt. becauſe they love this World more | 


than God's HE and Will 07, for the Sake of Cort, 


deny themſelves, and morisfy the Deeds of the Body, | 
their fiat: : Lune, nor live to God in Chri/t, We 
heartily p Pray to Go d, that thoſe of you who have | 


ſometimes good Thoug ents, and good Reſolutions, 


3 


may pur! ue thoſe good Tho! 1ghts, and put thole | 
D* 0d {Ke {01 tio! 28 into E; At . 128 12 , and 10 reſt ſa- b 


tisfied with good Purpoſes, without anſwerable, 


ſincere, and effectual Endcavours; for we know 


that! 
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that many will ee t enter in at laſt, and ſhall not 
be able; Luke xiii. 14. The Soul of the Sluggard de- 
fires, and hath nothing, Prov. xiii. 14. We with 
and pray, that the ſerious Impreſſious made at any 
Time upon your: Minds, in Favour of Religion 
and your Duty, may end in true Converſion, a 
fxed determined Reſolution of becoming the 
Lord's; and that nothing may be ever able to di- 
vert you from this good Purpoſe, or perſuade you 
to delay it. We are afraid the World ſhould get 
into your Hearts, engage your Affections, engroſs 
your Time and Thoughts, and make you forget 
God and Chriſt, your Souls, and Heaven; we ear- 
neſtly pray it may not, but we cannot but be jea- 
lous. for your Souls; eſpecially when we ſee fo 
many Delays in doing the Duty ſo often preſs'd, 
of giving up yourſelves to Chriſt, openly and ſo- 
lemnly, at the Lora's Table, and ſo many Objec- 
tions and Scruples indulged: We are afraid leſt the 
Devil thould, by one Means or other, extinguiſh 
the Senſe of Religion in your Minds, and fo rob 
us of that Soul we were in Hopes we had gained 
for Chriſt. We can't but often be withing and 
praying, that fuch and ſuch young Perſons, who 
have had the Advantage of a Religious Education, 
and, in Conſequence thereof, have often had ſome 
ſerious Thoughts about their eternal State, but are 
but too conſtantly diverted by cither the Pleaſures 
or Buſineſs of the World, would be perſuaded at 
length to come to © Reſolution of forſaking all, 
and following Cl; of wholly withdrawing 
themſelves from the Entanglements of Sin and 
Vanity, that they may live to Chr:/t, according to 
the Will of God. We heartily with and pray, 
that 
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that thoſe who either by their Circumſtances in 
the World, or by their Capacities and Abilities, 
might be uſeful Inſtruments of God's Glory, and 
do a great deal of Good, would they but thorough- 


ly devote themſelves to Chriſt and his Service, | 


might be effectually perſuaded to do fo with all 
their Hearts, as being aſſured, no Service is more 


honourable than Chriſt's, neither will any turn to 


better Account. And would to God that thoſe 
who having put their Hand to the Plow, have 
looked back again; who having once enter'd them- 
{elves into the Service of Chriſt, have grown weary 
of it, and relinquiſhed it; caſt off private Prayer, 
Chriſtian Watchfulneſs, and a ſerious Care of their 
Ways; deſerted the Communion of Saints, and 


groyn careleſs, earthly, ſenſual; and, perhaps, 


looſe and diflolute : O that ſuch might, at length, 


bethink themſelves what a dreadful Condition they 


are plunged into; that it were better for them not 


to have known the Way of Righteouſneſs, than after 
they have known it, to depart from the holy Com- 
mandment delivered unto them, 2 Peter ii. 21. would 
to God they might be recovered again by his all- 
powerful Grace, and perſuaded to return again to 


that Jeſus, from whom they have grievouſly re- 


volted ; that they may be ſaved from that dread- | 
ful Condemnation, which otherwiſe will certainly * 


come upon them. 
We earneſtly wiſh you all an Intereſt in Chr:/?, 


in all the glorious Bleſſings of the Goſpel. As Paul | 
ſaid of the Maelites, Rom. x. i. My Heart's Defire | 


and Prayer for Israel is, that they might be ſaved ; 
ſo faithful Miniſters can fay of all their People: 
We wiſh you all ſafe and ſecure from the Miſeries 


of 
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of the Damned; your Sins pardoned, and your 
Souls ſanctified by the Grace of the Spirit. We 
earneſtly deſire to ſee you all in the Covenant of 
Grace, and joined to the Lord. We wiſh you an 


Intereſt in all the Promiſes of the Goſpel, that you 
might enjoy the Comfort and Benefit of them. 


Ve with you all happy in the Favour of God, the 


Protection of his ſpecial Providence, and the Com- 
forts and Joys of the Holy Ghoſt; and that in Death 
you may have preſented you a bleſſed Proſpect, up- 
on a good Foundation of everlaſting Life and Glory. 
We wiſh to ſee you all, at the Great Day, at the 
Right Hand of the Judge, received and owned by 
Chriſt, as the Bleſſed of his Father. It is our ear- 
neſt Deſire, that none of our Hearers may be ex- 
cluded out of that bleſſed and glorious Aſſembly, 


Who will be continually finging Praiſes and Halle- 


lujabs to Him that ſits upon the Throne, and un- 
to the Lamb, that lives and reigns with him for 
ever ard ever. We cannot tell how to bear the 
Thought, that any of our Hearers, whoſe Souls 
have been committed to our Care, ſhould periſh 
at laſt with Devils and damned Spirits. To pre- 
vent this is the Reaſon of our earneſt Solicitations, 
of our repeated Exhortations, and of our ſincere 
and fervent Prayers in publick and private, It is 
your everlaſting Salvation, my Friends and Bre- 
thren, that is our great Concern ; we ſeek not 
yours, but you, your Deliverance and Happineſs. 
We ſee the miſerable Condition the Souls of the 
Generality of Mankind are in; what fait Hold 
the Devil hath of them; how many various De- 
vices he hath to maintain his Poſſeſſion, We ſce 
what great Love Chri/? hath ſhewn to Man, in 

coming 
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coming down from Heaven, and dying for their 
Sakes. We ſee what olorious Bleflings he hath 
purchaſed and offered ; we would fain perſuade, as 
many as we can to fall 5 in with the kind Deſigns of 
their Saviour, to fly from the Wrath to come, to 
make themſelves happy, and not reject their own 


Mercies. Such as theſe are the Things we earneſt- 
ly defice and pray for, on your Account; and can | 
we more effectually ſhew our Reſpect and Con- 
cen for you? Are not theſe the Things your Hap- 


pineſs depends upon, here and for ever? A tho- 
rough Senſe of the Reaſonableneſs and Importance 


of Religion; of the Excellency of the Perſon, Grace, 
and Laws of Chriſt ; a prevailing Affection to God 5 
and Chriſt, and Devotedneſs to them; and, in 
Conſcquence thereof, an Intereſt in all the Bleſſings 
of the Gotpel; theſe are certainly Things worthy | 


of our and your Concern, as will ſtill more fully 
appear from the ee to be repreſented 


under the following Head, and which will be the 


Subject of our next Diſcourſe. God grant we may 
all of us know the Things that belong to our Peace, 
before they be hid from our Eyes. 
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SERMON III. 


ACTS xxvi. 29. 


And Paul ſaid, I would to God, that not 
only thou, but alſo all thoſe that hear 
me this Day, were both almoſt, and al- 
together fa as am, except theſe 
Bonds. 25 01 


1 


E ſhall now proceed to conſider what 
was propoſed in the next Place; for 
what Reaſons the Apoſtle was ſo con- 
cerned for the Converſion of King 


Agrippa, and all that heard him; and why every 


faithful Miniſter is ſo deſirous of the Converfion 
and Salvation of his Hearers, It is becauſe they 


; themſelves are ſo fully convinced of the gredt 


Truths of the Goſpel; and from their Love to 
Chriſt, and Zeal for the Glory of God; from the 


tender Compaſſion they have for the Souls of Men; 


from the Experience they have had of the Love 


and Grace of Chri/t ; and becauſe they {ee how fit 
and reaſonable it 1s for all Men to tura to God by 
Chri/t, and foreſce the certain Condetnnation of all 

11 thoſe 
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thoſe, Who having the Goſpel preached to them, 
will not obey it, but finally reject it. 

1. Their earneſt Concern for the Converſion of 
their Hearers, proceeds from their firm Belief of 
the great Tr uths of the Goſpel. The Apoſtle 
Paul was fully attured of that Doctrine he taught, 
and that Salvation was only to be obtained through| 
Tejus Chriſt ; and therefore expreſſes fo ſtrongly Dis 
Warm D=fires, that all his Hearers might be per- 

ſuaded to give up themſelves to him. 

We are, 
dence, fully perſuaded there is a God that governs 
the World, to whom we, and all our Hearers, 
are accountable. We know in whom we have 
believed, and that there is no Name given under 
Heaven, whereby we can be ſaved, but by Criſt. 
We ex pect to ſee this Jeſus come from 3 
to render to all according to their Works. We 
know that we, and all here preſent, muſt come 
before his all Tribunal, and be judged by him, 
and therefore wwe perſuade Men. We have received | 
this Doctrine, not only upon Tradition, or the 
Opinion of our Teachers; but we have conſidered} 
and examined it, and know it upon the beſt Evi- 
dence, that ſo it is. It is what we have no Doubt 
of ourſelves; and are ſure to be of infinite Impor- 
tance to all; and therefore would perſuade all 
Men to #1/s tho Son, leſt he be angry; to ſecure his 
Favour, by obeying, his Goſpel ; to prepare to meet | 
him at the Great Day, with humble Confidence 
in his Favour, 
of his everlaſting Wrath. 

2. Their Concern tor the Glory of God, and} 
their Love to Git, is another Reaſon for thei 
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39 


| Farneſtneſs in perſuading Men to become the Dis- 


ciples and Servants of Chriſt. What an Inttucnce 
this had upon the Apoſtle, is evident from that 
remarkable Paſſage, 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. The Love of 
Chriſt in dying for us, appeared to him to lay us 
under the ſtrongeſt Obligations of living to Cbriſt, 

to his Honour and Gervice ; ; and therefore he was 
willing to uſe all Endeavours, to ſubmit to all 
Exerciſes of Self-Denial, to promote the Kingdom 


and Intereſt of Chriſt in the World, and the Sal- 
Fei. vation of Souls by him. And faithful Miniſters, 


verts ¶ ho have a due Regard to the Honour of God, 


lers, and a due Senſe of their Obligation to Chri/z, will 
have 
inder 
brit. 
aven, | 
We about us. 


dome Any live in an im pious Neglect of the God that 


him, made them, and is continually doing them Good. 
eived 
r the 
dered 
Ei- 
Doubt 
npor- | 
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re his 
meet 
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bjects| 


Love, 


be diffuſed, 


act the ſame Part. As we have received our Be- 
ing, and all our Powers from God, ſo it is but 
juft we ſhould employ thoſe Powers in recom- 
mending him to the Love and Veneration of all 
It cannot but be grievous to ſce fo ma- 


therefore, to ſome 
and ſince it is by the 


We would fain recover them, 
Senſe of their Duty to him; 
Grace of Jeſus Chriſt, that Sinners are turn'd to 
God; and this was the v great End for which he 
came into the World, and ſet up his Kingdom in 
it; it cannot but be our earneſt Defire and Pr ayer, 
that his Kingdom may prevail in the World ; and 
all we are concerned with be brought into it; that 
thus the divine Government may be re- eſtabliſhed 
in the Earth; Piety, Righteouſneſs, Peace, and 
with all their bleſſed Fruits, every where 
to the Glory of God, and his Son 
Jeſas Chrijt. 
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. Their tender Concern for the Souls of Men 


is another Reaſon of their Solicitude for the Con- 
verſion of their Hearers. 


They are aſſured that their everlaſting State de- 
pends upon this very Thing; and know how great 


13 the Value of immortal Souls. Any temporal | 


Loſs, how great ſoever, is but of very ſmall Im- 


portance, compared with the Loſs of the Soul; 
That may be made up again ; 


gent Endeavours, that, if poſſible, he may reſcue | 


or, however, the 
Man's Happineſs does not depend upon it: But if 
the Sou! be loſt, it can never be recovered, the 
Man is miſerable for ever and ever. A Man of 
any Degree oi Humanity, could not bear to ſee 
his Fellow Creature in Bodily Pain and Miſery, or 
in Danger of loſing his Life, without a tender 
Concern and Compaſſion for him; much leſs can 
a ſerious Miniſter bear to ſee a Soul in a miſerable, 
dying, periſhing Condition, without being moſt 
ſenſibly affected, and uſing all poſſible Methods for 
its Deliverance. Full of this Senſe of Things, he 
joins the moſt fervent Prayers with the moſt dili- 


2 a LE * 


them as Fe out of the Fire. Hence his 


repeated Applications, his importunate Addreſſes, 
his earneſt Entreaties, that Sinners would conſider 1 
their own Intereſt, be ſenſible of that Danger and 
Miſery that hangs over their Heads; and without 
Delay fly from the Wrath that is to come: Nor 
can he be eaſy till he hath ſome good Reaſon to 
hope, that his Prayers and Endeavours have been 


attended with ſome good Succeſs, 


Again, the Experience that faithful Mini- : 
1 
: 


flers "Wh them ves had of the Love and Grace 


of Cbriſt, makes them deſirous that others alſo 
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len may be Partakers of it. They themſelves were 
on- y Nature Children of Wrath, even as others; in the 
ſame guilty, wretched, and miſerable State: But 
de- God, of his infinite Mercy, having revealed his 
reat Son in them, diſcovered to them ſenſibly and ex- 
oral perimentally the Riches of his Grace and Love; 
Im- they have taſted that the Lord is gracious; they 
ul; have known the Goodneſs and Mercy of God; 
the they are fully appriſed of the Excellency of the 
it if Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, having known him, 
the and the Power of his Reſurrection, and the Great- 
1 of neſs of his Love; they know the Value of the Be- 
ſce 7 nefits of the Goſpel, and how ready Chri/t is to 
or 7 beſtow them upon all thoſe that come to him; 
nder this makes them ſo earneſtly deſirous that others 
can would apply to him, that they might alſo taſte 
ble, his Goodneſs, and experience his Love and Grace 
noſt in the ſame Manner as they have done. So the 
s for 3 Apoſtle Paul, having himſelf found the Grace of 
he Cbriſt to be exceeding abundant, recommends it as a 
dili- Pattern to them that ſhould afterward believe on him 
ſcue 79 Life everlaſting, 1 Timothy i. 14. 16. What- 
his ever Joy or Satisfaction we ourſelves feel, we are 
ſes, 3 tor communicating it to others, as far as we can, 
ſider without Prejudice to ourſelves. The Satisfaction 
and of the Chriſtian is encreaſed by making others Par- 
out takers of it. O, thinks he, would to God that 
Nor © others, all the World knew how good, and kind, 
1 to} and compaſſionate a Redeemer this Fe/us is: 
been Would to God they did but know what it is to 
3 © have an Intereſt in him, as ], through Grace, in 
lini- 2 © fome Meaſure do. What glorious Bleſſings are 
race theſe, God hath beſtowed on unworthy me! 
allo f ** He is as ready to beſtow them on others, and 
may © will 
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ce will they not be perſuaded to accept of them? 


How great is their Ignorance and Folly! Did 
* they but know the Pleaſure of Communion with | 
« God; what there is in that Peace of Conſcience, | 
c and Satisfaction of Mind, which ariſes from the | 
« Senſe of the Pardon of Sin, Holineſs of Heart 
and Life, and the Hopes of everlaſting Life and ; 


Glory, they would, without Delay, forſake all 


« and follow Chrif.” What the Miniſters of Chriſt | 


have ſeen and known of theſe Things cannot but 
make them wiſh, that all their Hearers were Par- 
takers of the ſame Grace. As a Perſon who has 
been himſelf delivered from Sickneſs and Pain, and 
eminent Danger of Death, by the Skill and Care 
of a certain Phyſician, is very defirous to recom- 
mend him to others, that are in the like afflictive 
Circumſtances; or as a Rebel, who has obtained 
his Pardon, been received into his Prince's Favour, 
and treated with the greateſt Kindneſs and Conde- 
ſcenſion, will, when ſent to his Fellow Rebels, uſe 
all his Skill to recommend to them the Mercy and 
Generolity of his Prince, and perſuade them to 
make the ſame Trial of his Goodneſs and Kind- 
neſs, as he himſelf has done. 

. Miniſters are earneſtly concerned for the 
Converſion of all their Hearers to God in Chriff, 
becauſe they ſee how fit and reaſonable it is. They 
have many the ſtrongeſt Arguments to uſe with 
Sinners, to perſuade them to become the Servants 
of God in Chri/t, Whatſoever Arguments can be 
drawn, in any Cate, from the Confideration of 
Duty, Obligation, or Intereſt, they can make Uſe 
of theſe Arguments with much greater Force than 
in other Cates, to engage Men to be the ſincere 


Diſciples 


# aa 


gion. 
Mien to be Chriſtians in earneſt, to fear God, and 
2 obey the Goſpel, 


turn to God by 
the Relation they ſtand in to God, and their De- 


2 rater of 
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Diſciples of Chriſi; fo that, if in any Caſe what- 


ſoever Men are to be moved by Reaſon and Argu- 


ment, much more in this; that is, if they will at 
any Time act upon Principles, for ſome End, and 
with Reaſon, or as reaſonable Creatures, they 
muſt, upon the ſame Principles and Reaſons, and 
in the Uſe of the ſame reaſonable Powers, be 
brought over to the Intereſt of Chriſt, and of Re- 
There are ſtronger Reaſons to perſuade 


than there are to do any one 
Thing in the whole World. Of all this the Mi- 


2 niſters of Chriſt have the fulleſt Conviction, We 


plainly fee how fit and reaſonable it is for all to 
Feſus Chriſt, upon the Account of 


pendence upon him, upon the Account of the Cha- 


Teſus Chriſt the Son of God; the miſe- 
rable Condition that Man is naturally in, and the 


2 .glorious State to which all true Believers in Chriſt 


3 ſhall be recovered by the Goſpel. 


I. The Miniſters of Chr:/t ſee how fit and rea- 


2 ſonable it is for all to turn to God in Chriſt, upon 
the Account of the Relation they all ſtand in to 
2 God, and their Dependence upon him; 
as he is our common Creator and Owner, our Pre- 
2 lerver and Benefactor, 
4 N 


and that 
and our only Portion and 


When we perſuade you to turn to God by 


4 Grip, we preſs you to {ubmit yourſelves to him, 
2 who is our common Creator and Owner; and is 
it not moſt juſt and reaſonable we ſhould be His, 


at his Diſpoſal and Service, 


who gave us our Be- 


| ing, beſtowed on us all our Powers and Faculties, 


3 and 
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and made us what we are? If we are capable of 
doing any Thing, it is God that gave us that Pow- 
er; ought it not then to be employed in his Ser- 
vice? He made us, and not we ourſelves; or, as 
ſome render it, and His we are, Pſal. c. 3. And 
bl this is true of one and all of us. Had it not been} 
lk his good Will and Pleaſure, you would have been 
wi nothing. All you who are here preſent ; you who! 
4 mind nothing but the pleaſing and indulging your- 
ſelves, without any Regard to God, to him you! 
owe your Being, and you are his Property; for 
vl hath not the Potter a Right to the Veſſel which} 
he himſelf made? Should not every one enjoy the 
Fruit of his own Labour? We are more entirely 
the Product of God's Power and Wiſdom, than 
| any Thing can be of the Art and Skill of any 
. Creature; ſince all the Power and Skill of the 
Creature is dependent and derived; but God was 
| independent, underived, and therefore moſt pro- 
| perly his own, and conſequently gives him the 
higheſt Right to what he himſelf hath made; not 
hath he ever paſt over to others, or quitted this} 
his Right to his Creatures; you are therefore-en-| 
tirely and abſolutely God's Right, even all you} 
have and are. God then claims, and we for him, 
only what is his own. God hath made you rea- 
ſonable Creatures, fit for, and capable of his Ser- 
vice; it is with Reaſon therefore, we demand in 
his Name your Subjection to him; for he that 
created and gave you Being, can take it away 
whenever he pleaſes, or deprive you of every 
Thing that makes that Being valuable, and ſo 
leave you in Circumſtances that ſhall make you 
wiſh it as a Favour to be reduced into your — 
na 
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nal Nothing. From hence alſo it appears how 
reaſonable it is you ſhould return to God with all 
your Hearts and Souls, without any Reſerve, fince 
you were wholly made by him, and wholly be- 
long to him. He will not ſuffer any Thing to 
come in Partner with himſelf for your Hearts and 
Affections, fince all are his, and he will not part 
with his Right. 

2. It is moſt reaſonable to devote yourſelves to 
the Service of God in Chriſt, as God is your con- 
ſtant Preſerver and Benefactor. His Power and 
Goodneſs continues to you the Being he gave you, 


and preſerves you from thoſe Calamities, which 
Z would either rob you of it, or of the Comfort of 
it. In him you live and move, and have your Being. 
He preſerves your Health, and lengthens out your 


Days, and daily lads you with his Benefits. Whence 


have you Food and Raiment? Whence the various 
Enjoyments of Life? From whom have you all 
Z thoſe Things you are ſo ready to doat upon, and 
which unworthily draw off your Hearts from God? 
Is it not God that gives you richly all Things to 
enjoy? Is it not upon his Bounty you live and en- 
joy yourſelves? And is it not reaſonable you ſhould 
lire to God, through whom you live? Should you 


not love and ſerve him who maintains you, and 


provides for you? eſpecially when without him 
vou cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt any other Way, and 
he is nowiſe obliged to do any Thing for you: 


Muſt he be at this Expence for Perſons who have 
no Regard to him, no real Senſe of his Favours, 


no Concern to ſerve him, tho' under the ſtricteſt 


Obligations to do it: For what Reaſon? Why 
thould it be expected? Let me ask, in the Name 
I "= 
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of God, every one who lives unmindful of God, 
and his Duty to him, Why Man, ſhould God go 
on to keep thee by his Piovidence from all Evil, 
why ſhould he exerciſe his Power to preſerve thee 


this Day in Life and Health; give thee Food and 


Raiment, and other Conveniencies? Under what 
Obligation i is he to do it? And why ſhould you 
expect it, if you will not employ that Health and 
Time he grants you of his mere Favour, in his Ser- 
vice? It you will not eat and drink, and do every 
Thing elle to his Glory, as he requires and de- 
mands, can you provide for yourſelves, without 
God? Can you do without him? Can you retain | 
your Breath one Moment without him? or enjoy | 
your Food, and other Comforts, one Hour with- | 
out him? If you can do without God, do ſo. 


We will not inſiſt upon that Right and Property 


which God hath in vou, as his Creatures, how 
well founded ſoever it be. if you can live and take | 
Care of yourſelves w ithout him, and ſufficiently | 
provide for your own Comfort and Welfare, we 
will no longer inſiſt upon your Obligation of living | 
entirely to God, and ſerving him. But if beſide | 
your receiving at firſt your Being from God, you 
{till depend entirely on him, as it is moſt certain 
you do; for the Continuance of your Being and 
Lives, and hive all the Neceſſaries, Comforts, and 
Pleaſures of Lite, wholly from him every Moment, 
nor can 8 Twve them, or any of them, but 
by his free Gift and mere Favour - How reaſois- 
able, how nec cflary is it for you to ſubmit your- 
ſelves wholly to him, and to live and act in every 
bing according to ch e Orders he hath given you 


by his Son Jeſus Coriſt. 


3. As 
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3. As God is our only Portion and Happineſs in 
Chriſt, it {till more appears to be highly reaſonable 
for all to devote themſelves to him in eſs Chriſt. 
Could any Man find a ſufficient Happineſs for him- 
ſelf in the Creature, it might ſeem to juſtify, , in 
ſome Meaſure, the devoting himſelf wholly to the 
Purſuit and Enjoyment of that Creature, and the 
Neglect of God and his Service: Tho' even this 
could not annul the Right God hath to us, as his 
Creatures, and upon the Account of our Depend- 
ence upon him for the Enjoyment of that which 
we think fo neceſſary to our Happineſs. But God 
hath ſo formed us, of a Make and Conſtitution fo 
refined and excellent, that nothing can be ſuffici- 
ent for our Happineſs, but the Enjoyment of him- 
ſelf, Whatever it is in this World we are moſt 


fond of, entertain the higheſt Conceptions of, and 


expect the greateſt Satisfaction from, it only grati- 
tes our inferior Powers and Faculties, our Senſes, 
and our Fancy; and gives no ſolid ſatisfactory En- 
tertainment to our Reaſon and Underſtanding, the 
nobleſt Powers of our Souls: And at beſt, it is 
tranſitory and fading, confined to this Life, and 
conſequently muſt ſoon have an End. What we 
have moſt valued, how often have we found full 
of Bitterneſs, or at beſt very ſhort of what we 
expected ? How changeable 1 is the Nature of all 
earthly Enjoyments ? How ſoon are we robbed of 
them? How ſoon are we ourſelves taken ' from 
them ? Do not we ſee it by daily Experience? You 
that neglect God for the Sake of your Pleaſures, 

How little 3 is there in thoſe Pleaſures, when Vol 


have them ? How ſoon do tiiey vaniſh! Hote 00g 
wil you be deprived of the Capacity of erjjoyihg 
1 2 1 ITT} 
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them! but your Souls, and Deſires after Happi- 
neſs, will ſtill remain. You who are fo greedy 
after Riches, who are ſo buſy in heaping up the 
Wealth of this World, that for it you neglect your 
Duty to God, and the Care of your Souls, what 
will Riches do for you? What mighty Advantage 
do you expect from them ? Can they give you any 
real Comfort or Satisfaction, without the Favour 


of God and his Bleſſing ? What if you have your | 


Thouſands, if you have not God for your Portion, 
and an Intereſt in him, as your reconciled God in 
Chrijt? Will thoſe Thouſands ſet your Mind at 
Reſt, give Peace and Eaſe to your Conſciences, or 
the comfortable Enjoyment of yourſelves? Will 


they ſupport you in Death, or do you any Good i 


in the eternal World ? Can you carry them along 
with you to the Grave, or enjoy them there ? 
What are all theſe Things to you, when you muſt 
leave them, and perhaps very ſoon, behind you? 

But God is the full, perfect, eternal Portion and 
Happineſs of his Creatures. His Favour is better 
than Life, for it will ſecure to you everlaſting Life, 
when this temporal Life is ended. His Love is bet- 
ter than Wine, more valuable than the moſt plea- 
ſurable Enjoyments ; for it gives a more entire and 
ſolid Pleaſure, an inward laſting Satisfaction. He 


will make both Body and Soul happy, beyond all 


Conception, here and forever. Now this is not 
only true in the general, but is a Truth that con- 
cerns every particular Perſon, There is not one 
of all our Hearers, but they ſtand in need of God, 
as their chief Good, and only Portion. If you are 
not ſenſible of it now, you will be fo hereafter. 
You will certainly find it ſo, whoeyer you * 

a that 
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hat have now no ſerious Thouglits of this Mat- 
er. You will be convinced huw much you need 
he Divine Favour then, When T wares, and Af. 


Iiftion comes upon you: Then, when Sickriefs 
and Pain ſeizes you: Then, when you he upon'a 


ige Peath- bed, and this Warld, and every Thing in 
ny Wt, becomes incapable of giving you Relief, — 28 
dur aniſhing out of Sight. You will then ſee that 
our MWothing but God can be your Comfort and. Sup- 
on, port. This, we are ſure, you will one Day, every 
| in pne of you, be fully convinced of; and if we are 
at ęalled to aſſiſt you in your laſt Moments, we doubt 


ot, you will chen be forced to acknowledge it. 
e therefore, who feek the Comfort, Welfare, 
$24 Happineſs of every fingle Perſon amongſt you, 
and expect, in a little Time, to be flanding by your 
Death- beds, unleſs firſt lad upon our Own, car- 
eſtly deſire you would ſecure an Intereſt in God, 
as your Portion; that inſtead of taking fo much 
Pains for that which ati ges not; vobiab is not Bread, 
hich we know you will one Day confeſs ta be 
othing, you would! feek after that which is truly 
good. Incline your Ear, and hearhen to the Go- 
ſpel, that hour Souls may delig b&in'Fomnefs; in tho 
leaſures and Enjoyments wbb reli from the 
avour and Les of of God in Chris, and an aſſured 
roſpect of the everlaſting Enjoyment of him in 
caven, 1/a. ly. 23 3. We know that in God 
lone your Happineſs lies, and not in this World, 
vr any Thing here. We have often heard dying 
*erſons acknowledge this. We are ſure you will 
one Day be in the fame. Circumſtances, and com- 
equently of the ſame Mind; and therefore we 
reſs yau to ſecure the Favour of God, by giving 


3 op 


be not only almoſt, but altogether perſuaded to bel 
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up yourſelves to Chri/?, according to the Goſpel; 
and that you would do this ſpeedily, and without 
Delay ; that you would not only entertain ſome 
Thoughts about it, but come to a e fixed 
Reſolution, 

Such as theſe are the Arguments we have to 
plead with you, from your Relation to God, ande 
Dependence upon him, as your Creator, Preſer. 8 
ver, and BeneluGor, and uy Portion and Hap- It 
pineſs 
2 II. We cannot but be very preſſing with you to. 


the Servants and Diſciples of Chriſt, when we con. 
ſider the Character of this Jeſus Chriſt the Son off 
God. He is the alone Mediator between God and 
Man, by whom we have Acceſs to God, and de. 
rive all Bleſſings from him. It is only in and 
through him, that we can have any Intereſt in God 
as our Portion. Beſides, as hath been obſerved; hel 
was before all Worlds the only begotten Son of God ; 
the . Brightneſs b his Father's Glory, the cpr 
mage of bis Perſon; poſſeſſed of the Divine Glory 
and Perfection, in ſuch a Manner, as that all that 
the Father hath is His; the Father being in Hin, 
and He in the Father, In him, therefore, -dwelk 
infinite Power and Wiſdom, and inexhauſtible 
Goodneſs and Love; even the Fulneſs of all the God. 
Head bodily. | All the Power, Authority, and Do- 
.minton of the Father, is in his Hand, manages 
and executed by him, without any Reſtraint 0 
Limitation. | Of all this we have the! fulleſt Evi 
dence in the Goſpel. Can there be therefore an 
Argument wanting to perſuade every one to ſub 
mit to him, who hath in his Hand Almighty 

Power 
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Nrower, to puniſh and deſtroy the Enemies and 
Rebels againſt his own and his Father's Authority; 
o Him, in whom are all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge, all the Fulneſs of Grace to fave and 
reward his faithful Servants. To Him who, with 
the Father, hath the abſolute Dominion over all 
Creatures, the Sovereign Diſpoſal of their eternal 
state, and from and through whom all that Good, 
that Felicity and Blefſedneſs, which we expect 
| from the Fulneſs of the Godhead, muſt be derived 
ou togand received? May we not plead with you his 
to beſſ matchleſs Love in coming down from Heaven, 
"Wand taking Part of our Nature, fo infinitely below 
Ihimſelf, for your Salvation? Did he not for the 
ſame End ſubmit to a Variety of grievous Sorrows 
de. and Sufferings, and curſed Death of the Croſs ? 
All this for thy Sake, O Man, who art thought- 
leſs of him, regardleſs of his Love, and perhaps 
ne doubtful, and in Suſpence, whether to devote thy- 
da {elf to him or not, to deliver thee from Death and 
Hell, and make thee for ever happy? Have we 
not the fulleſt Evidence of theſe Truths? that this 
Jeſus did really come from God, and that he hath 
this Power we ſpeak of? Were there not exactly 
Þ tulflled in him all the Predictions that were deli- 
vered from the Foundation of the World, con- 
cerning the Meſſiah of God? Was not the very 
Time of his Coming limited in general Terms by 
Jacob, and particularly and expreſsly by Daniel? 
And was it not at that very Time that Jeſus Chri/? 
appeared, and profeſſed himſelf the long promiſed 
Meſſiah, without any to rival him in thoſe Pre- 
tenſions? And, as was before obſerved, do not 
the many Miracles it is certain he wrought in the 
Preſence 
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Preſence of Thouſands, and his Reſurrection at. 
teſted by Men of unqueſtionable Credit, who ſeal 
ed the Truth of it with their Blood, without any 
Proſpect of Worldly Advantage? Doth not this 

ond all Contradiction, confirm our Faith in 
him, and aſſure us, that as he roſe from the 
Dead, ſo he will raile us up, and judge the World 
in Righteouſneſs? Does not the Excellency of his 
Doctrine, every Way worthy of God, and ſo con- 
ducive to the Happineſs of Men, and the Power 
of it upon the Hearts of Men, producing ſuch ad. 

mirable Effects, where cordially embraced, plain- 


ly ſhew it to be Divine? And conſequently, is it 


not a moſt evident certain Truth, that every one 
of you that hear me this Day muft appear before 
him at the Great Day, and be judged by him, ei- 
ther to everlaſting Happineſs or Miſery, according 
as you have behaved towards him? It is with 
great Reaſon therefore, we preſs you now in due 
Time to ſubject yourſelves to Chriſt, apply for his 
Grace, and ſecure an Intereſt in his Favour ; ſince 
it is only through and from him you can obtain 
Salvation and everlaſting Happineſs. 

III. The miſerable Condition that all are in, til 


renewed by the Grace of Chr:/t, is another Reaſon 


why all ſhould come to Chriſt, and give up them- 
ſelves to him. Mankind is in a State of Apoſtacy 
and Rebellion againſt God. The Sinfulneſs of our 
Nature, and the many actual Tranſgreſſions with 
which we all ſtand charged at the Bar of God, 
make us incapable of Happineſs in his Favour, and 
expoſes us to his ſevereſt Judgments: For he is a 
juſt and holy God, and hateth Sin with a perfect 
Hatred, The Blindneſs of our Minds, and the 

Confuſion 
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Confuſion and Darkneſs of our Underſtandings; 
cal the Irregularity of the Motions of our Souls; our 
t am Fondneſs for Vanity, and Indifferency to Things 
this of greateſt Importance and Excellency ; our being 
th eſtranged from the God that made us, in whom 
1 the is all our Happineſs ; our Loſs of his Image, our 
Vorlg original Glory and Excellency, the Power and In- 
of hi fluence of the Devil upon us, and our unhappy 
Subjection to him; the frail and periſhing Condi- 
tion of this Life, liable to ſo many Neceſſities 
h ad- Sorrows, and Miſeries; but above all, that eternal 
plain- Miſery. to which every one by Nature is expoſed, 
through Sin; all this ſhews what Need we have 
to take ſome effectual Meaſures for our Relief. 
befor But we cannot help ourſelves. We are apt to be 
fond of our Diſtemper, and are ſtupid and inſen- 
,rding ſible of our Danger and Miſery. Nothing can reſ- 
cue us from it, but a ſerious Application to Ci, 
and giving up ourſelves to him, according to the 
or hill Goſpel. There is no other Name given under Hea- 
den, whereby «ce can be ſaved, He was ſent to pro- 
obtain cim Liberty to the Captives, and the opening of the 
Priſon to them that are bound, Ia. xi. 1, 2, 3. The 
Condition I have been deſcribing is the Caſe of 
every one here, till converted to Chr, Eph. xi. 
2, 3. You are inſenſible of it, it may be; value 
yourſelyes upon your Eſtate, your good Circum- 
ſtances in the World, your Wit and Parts, and 
the like : But we, from the Word of God, muſt 
declare to you, you are wretched and miſerable, poor 
and blind, and naked, Revel. iii. 17, 18. Be per- 
luaded then to apply ſeriouſly to Chri/t, for 1 
am to enlighten and direct you, Righteouſnefs to 
juſtify you, Redemption to fave from Death and 
| K oy > 
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Hell, and San&:fication to rectify the Diſorders of 
your Nature, and inſpire every good Diſpoſition, 
Will you chuſe to be fick and in Pain, when you 
may have Relief? Will you be poor, and deſtitute, 


and miſerable, when you may be rich and hap Py. 


Will you be content to be the Objects of God's 


Anger and Hatred ; the Pity of the Angels and all 


g0 ood Men, and the Scorn and Triumph of the 
Devils, when you might be the Favourites of Hea- 
wen, the Delight and Joy of all good Men, and 
the Glory of Chriſt: The miſerable State that all 
are in by Nature, makes it very reaſonable, ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary for all to give up themſelves to 


Chri/?, that they may obtain Deliverance and Sal- 
vation; which Argument receives further Strength, 
if we conſider, 

IV. The happy and glorious State to which al 


thoſe ſhall be recovered, 


according to the Goſpel. You will then be freed 
from the Guilt of Sin, all the Uneaſineſſes of an 
accuſing Conſcience, all the fearful Expectations 
of God's everlaſting Wrath and Vengeance : You 
will enjoy that Peace of Conſcience, that ſweet 
Compolure and Tranquility of Mind, which 1 
more deſirable than the greateſt Eſtate ; and which 
would make you happy ! in the loweſt Circum- 


ſtances; which, for its Excellency, paſſeth all Un. 


deranding : None knows its Value, but he who 
has it. You w ill, by 


nations, "and thoſe unruly Paſſions, which create 
you ſo much Uneaſineſs and Diſquietude, ſo much 
and ſuch bitter Reflections. A glorious 
and 


who truly believe in] 
Chriſt, unfeignedly ſubmitting themſelves to him, 


the Power of the Grace of 
Chri/t, gain the v ictory over thoſe irregular Incli- 
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and divine Light will be ſhed abroad into your 
Minds, and diſcover to you the moſt noble and 
ſublime Objects; God and Chriſt, in all their Glo- 
ry, Heaven and Eternity, and all the Wonders of 
the Goſpel, and of the eternal World. There 
will be given you a ſpiritual Diſcernment, by 
which you will ſee theſe Things in another, and 
more affecting Light than cver you did before. 

By putting yourſelves entirely into the Hands, 
and under the Conduct of the Lord Fe/zs Chriſt, 
you will be enabled to act in a more noble and 
excellent Manner than others; being filled with the 
Knowledge of the Will of Gad, in py Wiſdom and 
Sprritual Underſtanding, you will obtain Strength 


o w worthy of the Lord, unto all ell pleaforg, 


being fruitful in every good Work, and increaſing in 
the Knowledge of the Lord. The ſeveral Graces of 
the Holy Spirit, which are the Image of God, the 
Glory of the Divine Nature, will be communt- 
cated to you, and make you molt glorious and 
lovely in the Eyes of God and Men. And as to 
the Sorrows and Troubles of Lite, though you will 
not be wholly exempted from them at the preſent, 

vet you ſhall be kept from the Evil of them, and 
ſupported under them. They ſhall be turned into 
the molt valuable Bleſſings, and be the Means and 
Occanon of your enjoying more abundant Tokens 
of the Favour of God. Add to this, the Privilege, 

Honour, and Pleaſure of Communion with God 
and Chr iſt, and with the glorious Aſſembly of the 
Firſt-born in Heaven; God's ſpecial Care and Pro- 
vidence; a bleſſed Victory over Death, the Sting 
and Power of it; a glorious Reſurrection, and a 
State of Bleſſedneſs and Immortality ; when every 


* Imper- 
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Imperfe&ion ſhall be done away, with all Sorrow 
and Miſery; when you ſhall be poſſeſſed of un- 
ſpeakable Pleaſures and Joys; compared with 
which, the Enjoyments of this Life are childiſh 
Follies, vain and trifling Amuſements. When the 
Soul ſhall be advanced to the higheſt PerfeCtion of 


Wiſdom and Holineſs, and enjoy. a Happinek| 


which ſhall never end ; but after many Years ſhall 
J fay? after Thouſands and Millions of Ages, re- 
main as freſh and new as ever it was, and be con- 
tinually improving and encreafing. This is the 
glorious State to which the Grace of the Goſpel 
will exalt all thoſe who ſincerely and heartily give 
themſelves up to Chriſt, and the one Half has not 


been told. Now Sirs, what think you? Are theſe 


Things only Dreams and Fancies? Is there any 
Thing ſolid in them? Are they deſirable? Arc 
they real? Can you then be indifterent to them! 
Is there any one amongſt you who is regardleſs of 
an Intereſt in theſe Advantages? Suffer us, my 
Friends, ſuffer us to wiſh you well, to perſuade 
you to be happy, to beg of you not to reject you 
own Mercies. Are the Pleaſures of Sin, which ar 
but for a Seaſon, to be compared with theſe Plea 
ſures and Joys? Do the Vanities of this fleeting 
World bear any Proportion to theſe ſolid laſtin 
Advantages? How often do we hear Men talk 
with Rapture of the Thouſands and Ten Thou 
ſands that ſuch and ſuch are poſſeſſed of? And th 
they are ready to lock upon as the Top Stone « 
Happineſs; But what are theſe, but ſo may 
Thouſand Pebble Stones compared with the Por 
tion and Inheritance of the Chriſtian? Well, thi 


is the State to which Chriſt will bring you, if yol 
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will ſubmit to him with your whole Heart, if you 
will give yourſelves up wholly to be guided and 
directed by his Word and Spirit. And to this hap- 
py and glorious State we would fain have every 
one of you advanced. 

V. And we are the more ſolicitous about this 
Matter, becauſe we know and foreſee the certain 
Condemnation of all thoſe, who having the Go- 
ſpel preached to them, will not be thoroughly per- 
ſuaded to ſubmit themſelves ſincerely and heartily 
to it. For we hear Chriſt himſelf declaring, He 
that believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee Life, but the 
Wrath of God abideth on him, John iii. 36. We 
hear his Spirit aſſuring us by his Apoſtle, that Chriſt 
will come in flaming Fire, to take Vengeance on-them 
that know not God, and obey not the Goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt, 2 Theſ. i. 8, 9. We know the Puniſhment 
will be ſo grievous, that Chriſt aſſures us, it will 
be more tolerable for Sodom, in the Day of Fudgment, 
than for ſuch Perſons, Matth. xi. 24. This we 
know will be true of every fingle Perſon, even 
of this Aſſembly, of whatever Rank, Age, or Cir- 
cumſtance, who live and die in their Sins, who 
prefer the World and its Intereſts to God, and 
Chriſt, and Heaven; who live in the Neglect of 
their Duty to God, and without a conſtant De- 
pendence upon, and Submiſſion to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, according to the Goſpel, We do not ſee 
it poſſible for them to eſcape ; we cannot find the 
leiſt Intimation of any Reſerve of Mercy for them 
at the Great Day ; but, on the contrary, the moſt 
awful Denunciations, the moſt expreſs Declarati- 
ons and Aſſurances, that they ſhall go into ever- 
laſting Fire, prepared for the Devil and his n 
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The Puniſhment is every where repreſented as ex- 
treme and intolerable, expreſſed by all the moſt 
dreadful Images, of a Priſon, of Chains, of Dark- 
neſs, of Fire unquenchable, of Wrath to the utter- 
moſt, A Puniſhment that will fill the Soul with 
Vexation and Anguiſh, be the Spring of inceſſant 


Tears, and produce gnaſhing of Teeth, the ex- 


treameſt Agony and Vexation in their Souls. We 
therefore, knowing the Terrors of the Lord, perſuade 
Men, 2 Cor. v.11. We would not have any of you 
periſh, and therefore labour earneſtly to prevent it, 
if poſſible. 8 

You ſee, therefore, for how many and weighty 
Reaſons we fo earneſtly deſire and endeavour to 
perſuade you to come to a full Determination of 
becoming in earneſt the Diſciples and Followers of 


Feſus Chriſt. The Afſurance we have of the Re- 


ality and Importance of the great Truths of Re- 
ligion, and particularly of the Goſpel ; a due Con- 
cern for the Honour of God and Chriſt; the Ex- 
perience we have had of the Excellency of the Love 
of Chri/t; our Convictions of the Reaſonableneſs of 
Men's devoting themſelves to the Service of God 
in Chriſt; conſidering their Relation to God, as 
their Creator, Owner, Benefactor, and only Por- 
tion and Happineſs: The Character alſo of Jeſus 
Chriſt the Son of God, who by ſo many Evidenc- 
es appears to be an all- ſufficient Saviour: The mi- 
ſerable State all are in, till renewed by the Grace 
of Chri/t, and the happy and glorious State to 
which they may be recovered by that Grace. Theſe 
Conſiderations, together with that dreadful Con- 
demnation, to which thoſe are ſubject who reject 
the Goſpe!, when fully preached to them, are ſuf- 

3 ficient 


if they do not claim your Regard, 
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ficient to raiſe in us the greateſt Concern, and put 
us upon uſing our utmoſt Endeavours to perſuade 
Men to be Chriſtians in earneſt, 

And now, to bring all we have ſaid to the de- 
ſired Iſſue. 

Had the Apoſtle, have all Miniſters ſo ach 
Reaſon earneſtly to defire the Converſion of their 
Hearers? And ſhall they not be concern'd for them- 
ſelves, and their own Salvation? All theſe Conſi- 
derations which have juſtly ſo much Weight with 
your Miniſters, to excite their Concern for you, 
do not they deſerve to be laid to Heart by your- 
ſelves ? Is it not your own Intereſt, your everlaſt- 
ing Happineſs that lies at Stake ? Life and Salva- 
tion by Feſus Chri/t hath now been laid before you, 
and the moſt perfil Reaſons offered to engage 
you to ſecure it: Will you then reject your own 
Mercies, and perſiſt in your Unbelief, and Diſre- 
gard to Religion and the Goſpel? Let me entreat 
you to review at Leiſure, and in your private Re- 
tirements, the ſeveral Reaſons you have heard in 
Favour of your Duty to God, and a hearty Sub- 
jection to the Goſpel: See if they have not Weight, 
if you cannot 
but acknowledge their Force, and therefore are 


convinced how reaſonable it is to enter upon a 


Courſe of Religion, apply yourſelves without De- 
lay to what appears fo fitting and reaſonable, Don't 
luffer the Impreſſions to wear off. Take all Op- 
portunities of renewing it by ſerious Conſideration, 
and by all thoſe Methods in which divine Truths 
may be often brought to your Minds, and power- 
fully impreſs'd upon your Conſciences; ſuch as 


reading and hearing the molt edifying Diſcourſes 
on 
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on Religion, and a free intimate Converſation up- 
on thoſe Subjects with wiſe and pious Perſons, 
Some ſtill indulge themſelves in a cafeleſs Indiffer- 
ence, at leaſt remain in Suſpence about a Courſe 
of Religion, from a ſecret Diffidence of its Truth 
and Reality, ariſing from ſome Difficulties and Ob- 
* jections againſt either Natural or Reveal'd Religion, 
in they have met with in Reading or Converſation, 
* But let ſuch be entreated to conſider that there is 
os nothing fo true and important, againſt which Dif- 
4p ficulties and Objections may not be raiſed ; and 
IN therefore, in the great Affairs of Life, Men never 
by make that a ſufficient Reaſon for not acting at all, 
but rather ſet themſelves to weigh the Arguments 

on each Side of the Queſtion, in Proportion to the 
Importance of it, and determine themſelves by 

thoſe which appear to have the greateſt Weight. 

And is it not reaſonable we ſhould act the ſame 

* Part in the preſent Caſe, on which our everlaſting 
* Welfare depends? Can we be ſuppoſed to be ſin- 
po cere, or find any Favour, or even Excuſe, with 
our great Judge at laſt, if we will not be at the 
Pains to enquire into what appears to be, of all 
other Things, the moſt momentous ? If, therefore, 
you are under any Doubt or Uncertainty about the 
great Truths of Religion, endeayour to raiſe in your 
Minds a juſt Concern that you may obtain Satis- 
faction ; be willing, be heartily defirous to know 
the Truth, and reſolve to ſubmit to it; and make f 
it your earneſt Prayer to God, to enlighten your It 
Minds, and lead you into the right Knowledge of 
himſelf, and of all thoſe Truths on which your I *« 
Happineſs depends; and then take all proper Me- 
thods for Information, whether by Reading or Con- 

ver fatiop, 
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verſation, conſulting thoſe who are beſt acquaint- 
ed with the great Things of Religion, and ſeem 
moſt likely faithfully to aſſiſt and inform you. 
Thoſe who eagerly lay Hold of every Objection 
againſt Religion, that comes in their Way, but 
will not be at the Trouble, either thoroughly to 
examine it themſelves, or to ſeek for Satisfaction 
from thoſe who are capable of giving it, give but 
too plain Proofs they are not ſincerely deſitous to 
know the Truth; but rather to find ſome Pretence 
to make their Conſcience eaſy in the Neglect of 
their Duty. But alas! the Time will come, when 
their Inſincerity, and real Averſion to God and 
Goodneſs, will be made manifeſt to themſelves, as 
it is already to the World about them. 

Let thoſe who lay ſuch Streſs upon the Objec- 
tions raiſed againſt Religion by Men of unſettled 
Minds, ſeriouſly examine themſelves by what Prin- 
ciples they are governed. Is it not that they may 
have the freer Scope to indulge their irregular In- 
clinations? Is it not that they may ſet themſelves 
at Liberty from the Fear of future Judgment, and 
the Reſtraint of the divine Authority? Is it not 
that they may deliver themſelves from the Obli- 
gation of thoſe Religious Exercifcs, which are fo 
burdenſome to their earthly Minds? But to be 
prejudiced againſt Religion upon ſuch Principles, 
muſt appear upon Examination to be wholly un- 
reaſonable. Whatever Reſtraints Religion, whe- 
ther Natural or Revealed, lays us under, they are 
no other than what are neceſſary for our own In- 
tere{t, and that of the World about us, as has been 
abundantly. proved both by the Reaſonings and Ex- 
perience of the wiſeſt and beſt of Men in all Ages: 
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And why ſhould we be ſo deſirous of Liberty to 
make ourſelves, and others about us, miſerable? 
Nor is it at all more reaſonable to be fo ſolicitous 
to free ourſelves from the Dread of the divine Diſ- 
pleaſure, by rejecting all Religion, as many are, 
For could Men really perſuade themſelves there i; 
no God, or that he does not concern himſelf about 
human Affaire, or Mens moral Conduct, this wil 
not alter the Nature of Things, deſtroy the Divine 
Being, or his Moral Government; nor be any juſt 
Excuſe for their Neglect of their Duty; they are 
but ſo much the more expoſed to the divine Re- 
ſentment, who ſces the Inſincerity of their Hearts, 
and the mean and baſe Principles they act upon. 
I fay mean and baſe Principles; for why ſhould 


they be apprehenfive of the Diſpleaſure of an in- 


finitely Wiſe, Good, and Righteous God, but for 
the Sake of tome unreaſonable criminal Indulgenc- 
es, they would ſecure to themſelves? He who de- 
fires to act reaſonably, and as he ought to do, hath 


nothing to fear from God or his Judgments ; nor 


from any Thing in either Natural or Revealed Re- 
ligion, but meets with every Thing there to ſup- 
port and entertain, and delight him; every one of 
the Doctrines of Religion tending to eſtabliſh and 
increaſe his Peace, Pleaſure, and Joy. And thoſe 
Exercifes of Religion againit which Men are fo 
much prejudiced, if righily underſtood and at- 
tended to, will all be found to contribute to the 
fame End, far from being burdenſome Taſks, For 
what can be more pleaſing to a well-tempered 
Mind, than to employ himſelf in cultivating an 
Acquaintance with, and contemplating the moſt 
excellent and perfect of all Beings, viewing. the fe 
3 veral 
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veral Diſcoveries of his aſtoniſning Power, Wiſdom, 
and Goodneſs in his Works and Word, and raiſing 
correſpondent Sentiments of Admiration, Eſteem, 
and Love? What more reaſonable and agrecable 
than to be often paying due Homage and Acknow- 
ledgments to, and imploring the Favour of the 
great and merciful Creator and Governor of the 
Univerſe ; of whoſe Care and Goodneſs we, and 
innumerable other Beings, are ſo continually reap- 
ing the Benefit? And what more fitting and more 
comfortable to a Mind daly ſenſible of its Weaks 
neſs, Follies, Guilt, and Miſery, than humbly to 
onfeſs before God his innumerable Tranſgreſſions, 
imploring Pardon and Grace through Ju Chri/t, 
the appointed Mediator between God and Man? 
But it would carry me too far to ſhew with how 
little Reaſon Men are prejudiced againſt the ſeve- 
ral Exerciſes of Religion; to repreſent how uſeful 
they be to the moſt excellent Purpoſes, and what 
a Source of Satisfaction and Enjoyment to all well 
regulated Minds, Since then there are all manner 
of Reaſons to perſuade to the hearty Belief and Prac- 
tice of Religion, and no juſt Objections againſt it, 
let none remain any longer in Suſpence, or indif- 
terent about it, but come to an immediate and fix'd 
Reſolution. of devoting themſelves to it. Look to 
God in Chri/t for thoſe divine Aſſiſtances which are 
abſo utely neceſſary to enable you to begin and car- 
ry on ſo important an Undertaking. Pray earneſt- 
ly to God for his Grace, thoroughly to change your 
Hearts, and to give you the ſaving Knowledge of 
Chrijt, Beg of him, that he would not ſuffer good 


Impreſſions to wear off, and good Reſolutions to 
Tell him you are ſenſible of your 
Change- 


prove abortive. 
L 2 
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Changeableneſs and Inconſtancy, you dread to thiß 
of your growing cold, careleſs, worldly, and 
dened again: Intreat bim to work fo powerfully 
effectually, and conſtantly, by his Holy Spirit u 
on you, that you may cleave, to the Lord wil 
Purpoſe of the Heart unto the End: And for yol 
Encouragement know, He that Seeks ſhall- fin 
Such Prayers and Deſires ſhall not be in vai. 
yah continue waiting upon God in the Way E 
your Duty, it will certainly iſſue in Peace, Conf 
fort, and everlaſting Joy. | 

As for thoſe who are, by the Grace of God 
thoroughly perſuaded to be fincere Chriſtians, ble 
God for his Grace to you and in you, aſcribing al 
to the Glory of the Free Grace of God ; — 
after ſtill greater Meaſures of Grace and Zeal, 
Love to Chriſt, and Activity in his Service; grow 
ing in Grace, and in the Knnoledge of our Lord af 
Saviour Yeſus Chriſt, 2 Pet. iii. 18. and hold ol 
to the End, continually waiting for the Salyatic 
of God : Which God, of his infinite Mercy, grail ˖ 
to us all, through our Lord Tefus Chriſt. 
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